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Introduction

Parndon Wood is close to the edge of

Harlow’s built up area with its

population of 78,000 and fairly high

density urban housing development.

It is greatly valued by the community

for informal visits by schools, which

use it to support national curriculum

studies and for the special events.

These are held through the year, for

example to demonstrate woodland

crafts, painting and woodcarving

weekends. We also offer discussion

meetings about local wildlife issues

and volunteer conservation work

parties.



• Forest Funtasia Project 

Forest Funtasia is a new and exciting project to encourage

children and young adults to connect with the natural world.

This is done through informal play and activities in a safe

and positive environment, giving them the incentive to be

part of their natural heritage’s long term protection. The

project is based at Parndon Wood Nature Reserve, which is

an ancient Oak and Hornbeam coppice woodland dating

back to the early 11th century and is situated on the

outskirts of Harlow.

The Big Lottery funding has given us the opportunity to

introduce nature into the lives of local children and young

adults from all of the different communities within Harlow. We

shall be linking with other projects around the town such as

the Harlow Youth Café and The Rainbow Young Bus as well

as with local schools, libraries and community groups.

The extended opening hours will make Parndon Wood

Nature Reserve more easily accessible for children when

they need it most, such as at weekends and during the

school holidays. The project is aimed at children and youths

being able to drop in on a casual basis and take part in

activities including:

Themed nature packs

Self guided trails

Bug hunting

Mammal tracking

Fact -finding

Orienteering

Nature themed Arts and Crafts

Games to play in the woods

Woodcrafts

and much more!

The emphasis is on inspiring and learning through using 

our senses and observation skills but more importantly,

having fun!
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• Schools

School visits have been increasing throughout the year and

many visits are already booked for 2009. Pupils are involved in

various activities such as exploring habitats, den building,

orienteering and nature related arts and crafts.

It has been observed that schools within walking distance are

utilising the wood alot more frequently than schools outside of

the local vicinity.

Letters have been sent to all schools in Harlow to encourage

teachers to book a visit for their class to enhance their current or future topics. It is a priority to

be available for all schools to participate in outdoor education and the schools that already do

utilise this service return regularly.

• After School Clubs 
The Nature Club was launched in September 2008. This club

is every Tuesday during term time and is a drop in session

between 3.45 and 5.45. It gives children the opportunity to

explore a different creature and its habitat through quizzes, arts

and craft and exploration around the reserve.

There are several regular members attending since the club

opened and the aim is to increase membership during 2009.

Promotion of the club has been via libraries, schools, websites

aimed at parents and on noticeboards throughout the town.

• School Holiday Activities
Forest Funtasia has proved to be extremely popular with families and children of all ages.

The extended opening hours during the school holidays

has significantly increased the number of children being

able to have fun in their natural environment by taking part

in nature related activities such as pond dipping, bug

hunting, woodcrafts, den building and much more.

The nature reserve shall continue to open during the

holiday periods and provide arts, crafts and practical

activities for children to play, learn and enjoy.

There are events planned throughout the year aimed at encouraging children to become

involved in caring for local wildlife such as butterfly and dragonfly days, springwatch activities

and a snake hunt! 
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• Events

Over the past 12 months Parndon Wood has hosted a number of events aimed at

including people of all age ranges and abilities. During the autumn and winter a

number of wildlife walks and conservation days were held including a fungal foray

around the woods.

Throughout the spring and summer events focused on attracting people to come

out and enjoy the longer evenings with a series of bat walks and moth nights.

The Wildlife and Country Crafts Fair on the 6th May was once again a huge

success attracting over 400 of Harlow’s residents to see crafts such as

woodturning, charcoal burning and tree felling.

• Harlow Tree Hunt 

Harlow Council working in partnership with Epping Forest Countrycare and the

Woodland Trust, need your help in tracking down all the large, old trees that grow

in the town. These veteran trees date back to a time when Harlow was mainly a

farming community and the trees played an important role in providing timber for

housing and cooking.

Over the past twelve months volunteers have been active in Harlow searching

high and low for knarled old trees across the Town. To date over 240 trees have

been logged with photos onto the website www.favouritetrees.com



• Harlow Conservation Volunteers
Harlow Conservation Volunteers are a group who work for nature

conservation in and around Harlow. Their aim is to improve the

environment for wildlife, nature conservation and recreation and to

improve public access to the countryside. The volunteers gave a

large amount of their time this year by carrying out much needed

work on Harlow Marshes. To find out more visit the HCV website:

www.hcv@harlowwildlife.org.uk

• Volunteer Activity 
Wildspace!
Parndon Woods resident volunteer group have continued to

carryout some much needed conservation work in the woods

including fencing off recently coppiced trees to prevent deer

browsing and building bridges to improve access. In total this year 

they have contributed 1400 hours of conservation work!

Greenteam
The Greenteam was established in 2008 to continue the hard work

of the Wildspace Group and Harlow Conservation Volunteers but on

sites across the Town. So far the Greenteam have worked on Latton

Wood clearing scrub and creating veteran trees of the future. In

2009 the Greenteam will work across the Town on sites such as

Maymeads Marsh and Marshgate Springs.

Street Scene Champions
Once again this year the Street Scene Champions contributed a

great deal to Parndon Wood and also Hospital and Risdens Wood

by building bridges to improve access in wet areas and by felling

scrub to improve the growth of wild flowers.

Community Payback
Throughout the autumn and winter the Community Payback Team

worked two days a week focusing on Parndon Wood and Hospital

and Risdens Wood coppicing ride side trees to improve access for

the new waymark trail.

Local Businesses
Throughout the summer months a number of local business groups

came to Parndon Wood for team building days including Kier

Harlow, E-on and GlaxoSmithKline. Each group contributed a huge

amount of hard work but also came with a small budget to enable

larger projects to be achieved such as replacing boardwalks and

bridges that would normally be out of scope.
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• Flagship Species 

In 2008 the Flagship Species was the Desmoulins Whorl

Snail. This tiny snail, not more than 3mm tall, is one most

people are unlikely to encounter unless you have a stream

flowing through your garden. The shell is a pale-yellow to

reddish-brown in colour, translucent and very glossy.

This species is included in the UK Biodiversity Action Plans

(UK BAP) and is also on English Nature's Species Recovery

Programme. The results of a recent survey carried out by

Natural England suggested that this snail might be more widespread than had been

supposed.

However, it is still considered to be a species at risk and

work to conserve it has concentrated on preserving its

preferred habitat from the effects of agriculture, drainage and

development schemes, and pollution.

Throughout the year Harlow Council undertook a programme

of works to improve the habitat for this rare snail including

pond dredging and the re-wetting of former marsh and

ponds.

Harlow's Flagship species for 2009 is Songbirds, more specifically Skylarks and Song

Thrushes. Both species of bird are in decline nationally and throughout 2009 the

Biodiversity team will be running surveys across the Town. You can help by letting us

know of sightings in your area.

To find out more about songbirds, a number of events and opportunities are planned for

spring and summer. For more information contact: glenn.mulleady@harlow.gov.uk or

www.harlow.gov.uk
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Harlow Marshes
Harlow Marshes is divided into three separate sites; Parndon Moat Marsh, Maymeads

Marsh and Marshgate Springs all running adjacent to the River Stort. These sites are

important due to their ever increasing rarity nationwide and the Council alongside

Harlow Conservation Volunteers has gone a long way to protecting these important

sites.

Parndon Moat Marsh is the only known site in Harlow to contain

the nationally rare Desmoulins Whorl Snail which inhabits wet

marshy areas. To protect these areas, a number of ponds and

scrapes were created on the marsh to create a mosaic of

habitats suitable for a range of invertebrate species.

Maymeads Marsh is important for it contains a colony of the

locally rare Southern Marsh Orchid. Management here is aimed

at protecting the existing colony and managing the surrounding

areas appropriately, to enable it to spread.

Ditches also form an important part of this site, linking the grassland with the River Stort

making it an ideal habitat for Otters and Water Voles. Although neither have been

recorded on the site work has aimed at improving the potential for them to inhabit the

network of ditches through dredging and landscaping works.

Marshgate Springs has seen a great deal of investment of the last few years through

volunteer work and major excavation schemes to keep the marsh wet to hopefully

attract the nationally rare Bittern. This site also contains a small area of woodland which

the Harlow Conservation Volunteers are sympathetically managing to enhance the

colony of bluebells found on the site.
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• Grant Income

2008 was an excellent year for receiving grant money for biodiversity improvements

around the Town. In total up to £41,000 was received for the following projects:

Forest Funtasia - Big Lottery funding supported the hiring of a project officer to run a

series of events and school visits to Parndon Wood.

Tree Planting - Essex County Councils pledge to plant 250,000 trees in 2008 enabling

the Council to receive funding to plant 2,000 trees around the Town.

Access Improvements - Funding through the Harlow Renaissance led Hotspots

Competition helped replace damaged boardwalks, create benches and mill Oak from

Parndon Wood to create a waymarked trail.

Veteran Trees - Harlow has a wealth of veteran trees many over 300 years old and as

part of the Harlow Tree Hunt 8 trees were identified in Latton Wood as in need of care.

Funding through Essex County Council has enabled the trees to be surveyed and have

work done on them to safeguard them for many more years.

• Calendar

Over the last several years a number of visitors to

Harlow’s Nature Reserves have provided some

excellent pictures of wildlife 

or scenery whilst out on 

their travels.

To do these pictures justice 

a Calendar has been

produced using photos from 

a range of Nature Reserves

and Wildlife Sites.
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• Statistics

Parndon Wood Events

And Visitor Numbers 2008

Schools
(Including Forest Schools)

Volunteers
Wildspace, Greenteam etc.

Events

Visitors

Harlow
Conservation
Volunteers

Community
Payback

Forest Funtasia

221

144

247

1239

26

0

0

329

103

258

4172

42

0

2294

131

78

220

937

33

43

394

83

83

230

810

39

78

283

764

408

959

7158

140

121

2971

Spring Summer Autumn Winter Total



Best wishes from the 2008 team.

Further Information
If you would like further information on Parndon Wood or any of Harlow’s Nature Reserves

then please contact Parndon Wood Nature Reserve on 01279 430005 

or log onto www.harlow.gov.uk and search for Parndon Wood.

Darren Fazackerley
Landscape & Biodiversity

Manager

Leanne Block
Nature Reserve Warden

& Forest Funtasia Officer

Danny Kings
Chief Volunteer

Glenn Mulleady
Biodiversity Officer


