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Minutes of HBp meeting 9th March 2010

Colin Lincoln, Chair

Harlow Biodiversity partnership

c/o Parndon Wood Nature Reserve

Harlow

Essex

Tel.  Home – 01279635574

Mobile- 07986796294

E-mail: colincoln@talktalk.net

Harlow Biodiversity partnership

THOSE ATTENDING

Danny King, Derek Barry, Jan Ragg, Paul Coyston, Chris Rees, Darren Fazackerley, Chester Jones, Steve Redwood, Sally Naylor, Linda Hamling, Jenny Spelling, Ann Gould and Peter Gould
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Patrick McClarnon, Cllr Jean Clark, Glen Mulleady, Becky Naman, Ray Matthews, Ben Sales and Eric Gammer
MINUTES

Kyle Martin
1. KIER HARLOW
DF read through Kier notes upcoming work included:

1. Hospital/Risdens Wood – coppice work aiming to complete by end of March.
2. Hawkenbury Meadow – Large willow will be felled once work at Hospital/Risdens Wood is completed.

3. Grass cutting to is due to start in March.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 10th November 2009
Minutes were read and agreed.
3. FOREST FUNTASIA PROJECT UPDATE
DF gave an update on the project so far including:

1. November events
Winter Getaway and Feed the birdies.

2. December Events
Tree dressing, Christmas Crafts and Stodge buster walk.
3. January Events

Time travel adventure, Big garden bird watch and Mince pie walk.
4. February

Winnie-the-Pooh story time, (Story telling chair to be commissioned) and Love birds and love bugs.

5. Projects

Forest Funtasia
6.
Acorn group 

Forest Schools – Essex County Council looking to develop this project.

7.
Birthday parties
4. NATURE RESERVES AND MANAGEMENT UPDATE
Harlow Marshes 

Parndon Marsh – Reed cutting left to re-generate.
                             Hazel coppicing and sedge cutting to be started in 3 weeks.

Marsh gate Springs – 6 new ponds created, Willows taken back.

Maymead Marsh – Mink raft installed, Stort Valley fishing group also involved in mink identification.

Hawkenbury Meadow – Bramble bashing and herbicide treatment for April, willows to be taken back and coppiced in the future.

County Wildlife Sites

Four new management plans created by EECOS sites include; Vicarage Wood, Burnt Mill, Markhall Wood and Maunds Wood. 

Plans include site descriptions, management objectives and important features and management guidance. These 1 year management plans will be superseded by 5 year plans in the future.

Vicarage Wood – Maple and Sycamore may be both equally invasive.

Green Team, local contractors and grants will fund site works.

5. HARLOW WILDLIFE PROJECTS GROUP UPDATE

Works for Church Langley/Harlow Common £100k budget to be re-written for a £50k budget.

Harlow Marshes Project – Big Lottery fund has approved for stage 2, facilitator will visit site to clarify works. Biodiversity Partnership to sign supporting application, applications also sent to individual groups.

6. WILDSPACE! REPORT
DF gave an update on the project so far including:
Wild Space volunteers

Green Team

Nature Reserve management

National Indicator 197 – County wildlife sites
Events

2010 Flagship species is the Water Vole, biodiversity work to help conservation of species. Species was agreed at meeting.

Also looking for sightings or suitable habitats to carry out site surveys.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Finchmoor Woods – complaint about 6 trees being cut down, residents asking that communities be liaised with in the future and about future works/development on the site. DF explained that residents, the police, and the community engagement team had all raised concerns about the (fear of crime and drug dealing) posed by the poorly lit alley. Some of the selected trees were also in poor condition.

DF to contact residents to discuss future re-generation of this wood.

Badger Group – 23 paid members, a high majority of these are now carrying out badger surveys. Would appreciate help with ecological studies and plant identification skill.

Future job fund – 2 posts each running consecutively for 6 month periods. Trainee Wildlife Site Assistant to start by 1st April.
ECC environmental pledge for allotments and orchard re-generation/creation.

Moth trapping – Ben Sales, diversity of moths in Parndon Wood.
Green Flag Award – Parndon Wood revised management plan application submitted, 1st April judges will be appointed.

May Mead Hide – Amy Wealer to begin schools wild life art project (April/May).
Holocaust Memorial Day – 15 trees planted by school children.
Ponds – Oakwood pond is on scheme for re-generation, this has been deferred until 2011/2012. Easier for independent bodies to get external funding.

The next meeting of the Harlow Biodiversity Partnership will take place on Tuesday 8th June 2010 at 7.00pm, Parndon Wood Nature Reserve.
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