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SummarY

1
The report seeks Committee approval to commence statutory consultation on the new parking tariffs for Post Office, Commercial and Wych Elm car parks effective from 1st April 2009 and the introduction of Off Street Parking restrictions in the following car parks Bush Fair, Stow, Town Park, Old Harlow, Town Station parking bays. Included within the consultation will be the removal of “On Street Parking” restrictions to the rear of shops at Bush Fair and the Stow. The current restrictions will be replaced with permit parking only bays for the shop traders and be operational from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday. The Bus Terminus Clearway requires minor amendment to allow Buses to stop for a maximum of 20 minutes with no return for 20 minutes in a prescribed area only.  

recommended that
The Committee agrees to: -

A. Commence statutory consultation to introduce pay and display parking as set out in paragraph 3.
B. Commence statutory consultation to remove the existing traffic orders to the rear of shops as set out in paragraph 5.
C. Commence statutory consultation to revise current resident and special visitors permits as set out in paragraphs 7 and 8. 
D. Commence statutory consultation to introduce permit holders only parking to the rear of shops as set out in paragraph 5.
E. Commence statutory consultation to introduce limited waiting bays in the Bus Terminus for buses to stop for a maximum of 20 minutes with a no return period of 20 minutes in a prescribed area only, as set out in paragraphs 8 and 9. 
F. Introduce 2009 off street and on street consolidation orders including the new car parking tariffs from 1st April 2009 as set out in paragraph 11.
Subject to recommendation A, that 

G. The Policy and Resources Committee be requested to approve the capital expenditure as set out in paragraph 4. 
BACKGROUND
2
The Council adopted Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) powers under the Traffic Management Act 2004 and Statutory Instrument 2003 No 2440 under an Agency Agreement with Essex County Council.  This provides the Council with statutory powers to prepare and consult on all parking related Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s).
PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS (TRO’S) 

OFF STREET PARKING

3
It is recommended that statutory public consultation commences to consider the introduction of pay and display parking in Council owned car parks. Consultation will include parking fee scales as set out below. The detailed consultation will include the car parks set out in the following appendices :- 
Appendix A - Bush Fair Car Parks 

Appendix B - Old Harlow Car Parks 

Appendix C - Town Station Parking Bays
Appendix D - Town park 
Appendix E -  The Stow Car Parks
Tariff Bands for Bush Fair – Stow - Old Harlow 
New Bands   

Band 1 

0 – ½ hour 

£0.20
no return within 2 hours  

Band 2

½ - 1 Hour

£ .90
no return within 2 hours  

Band 3 

2 - 3 hours

£1.80
no return within 2 hours  

Band 4 

3 – 4 hours

£3.80 
no return within 2 hours  
Band 5 

4 - 12 hours 

£6.00
Town Station Lay-by 

Band 1

0 – 15 mins s 
£ 0.50
no return within 2 hours  

Band 2 

15mins – 1 Hour 
£3.00
no return within 2 hours  

Band 3 

1 Hour – 4 

£10.00 no return within 2 hours  

Town Park 

Band 1 

0 – 2 hours 

£ .90
no return within 2 hours  

Band 2 

2 - 3 hours

£ 1.80
no return within 2 hours  

Band 3 

3 – 4 hours

£ 3.80
no return within 2 hours  

Band 4 

4 - 12 hours

£6
Upon completion of the consultation the results will be formally reported back to this Committee for final decision. This statutory consultation process requires advertising the notice of intention, notice of making and subsequent making of the Traffic Regulation Order, followed by the consolidation of the made orders.
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The estimated costs associated with the implementation of pay and display are as follows :- 
Capital 

Revenue 

a. Installation of 10 parking meters
£32,500
b. Software format 


£2,000

c. Comprehensive Maintenance 



£5,500

d. Annual energy costs 

£0
e. Security cash collection 




£38,604        subject to tender   
f. Staffing costs 





£26,500
g. Signing – lining parking bays
£8,500
h. Ground works 


£7,000
i. Project management – spec fees 
£5,000
j. Broadband for remote access



£250
======

=======
All capital costs subject to tender 
£55,000

£70,854
ON STREET PARKING TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 
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It is recommended that statutory on street public consultation commences to consider the removal of the existing traffic orders set out in Appendix F to the rear of shops at Bush Fair and the Stow. The proposal is to replace the parking restrictions with permit parking only between 8 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday.  Permits will be offered to the shop traders in line with current permit procedures, a permit will be issued at a cost of £25 per annum. Parking within the permit zones will be on a first come, first served policy. 
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The estimated costs associated with the implementation new traffic regulation orders for a parking permit zones are as follows :-
a) Removal of existing yellow lines

£2,000

b) Signing - lining parking permit bays
£6,000
=====

Prices all subject to final quotes

£8,000

On Street Residents Permits – Special Permits 

7
It is recommended that statutory consultation commences with a view to change the current policy of over 60’s and disabled persons who receive a 1st car permit and 1 visitor’s permit at no cost. The policy should read over 60’s and disabled persons will receive a 1st car free permit, thereafter every household pays for a yearly visitors permit at a cost of £10 per annum, effective from 1st April 09.

Special Permits tariff are changed from current charge of £10 per annum to £25 per annum, effective from 1st April 09. 
Bus Terminus Clearway
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It is recommended that statutory consultation commences to introduce limited waiting bays in the Bus Terminus to allow Buses to stop for a maximum of 20 minutes with a no return period of 20 minutes in a prescribed area only, as set out in Appendix M.
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The estimated costs associated with the implementation of new traffic regulation orders for Bus Terminus limited waiting bays are £2,000 for signage.
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Upon completion of the consultation the results will be formally reported back to this Committee for final approval. This statutory consultation process requires advertising the notice of intention, notice of making and subsequent making of the Traffic Regulation Order, followed by the consolidation of the made orders.
EXISTING CAR PARKS REVISED TARIFFS 
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In accordance with the off street consolidation order Harlow Council is required to advertise changes to parking tariffs in Council owned car parks. The proposal is to increase tariffs from 1st April 2009 in the Commercial, Post Office Road and Wych Elm car parks as set out in Appendices H, J, K and L.  

New Band   

Post Office Road (H)
Band 1 

0 – 2 hours 

£1.00
no return within 3 hours  
Band 2 

2 - 3 hours

£1.50
no return within 3 hours  
Band 3 

3 – 4 hours

£2.50
no return within 3 hours  
Band 4 

4 - 12 hours 

£7.50
Post Office Road Commercial (J)  

Band 1

0 – 12 hours 

£ 10.00

Harlow Pool Car Park (K)
Band 1 

All Day

£3.00 
Wych Elm (L)
Band 1 

0 – 2 hours 

£1.40
no return within 3 hours  

Band 2 

2 - 3 hours

£1.70
no return within 3 hours  

Band 3 

3 – 4 hours

£2.90
no return within 3 hours  

Band 4 

4 - 12 hours

£7.50

IMPLICATIONS 

Social Inclusion 

Harlow Council will continue to offer free parking to disabled persons. 

(Author Lynn Seward) 

Equal Opportunities 

None specific (Author Lynn Seward) 

Finance

The introduction of pay and display car parking at the locations set out at paragraph 3 will result in estimated income of £150,300.  This income would be offset by revenue costs set out in paragraph 4 of £78,850 resulting in net income for a full year of £71,450.    

A capital bid for Neighbourhood Car Parks has been made for inclusion in the 2009/10 capital programme but the implementation date set out in this report is 1st April 009.  For this date to be met capital costs will be incurred in 2008/09 and for the scheme to proceed, capital costs as set out in paragraph 4 will require Committee approval for inclusion in the 2008/09 capital programme.  Recommendation G refers.
The increased tariff for Special Permits, as set out in paragraph 7, will result in additional income of £12,000.  However, this will not fall to the General Fund but will reduce the annual deficit claimed from Essex County Council under the Decriminalisation of Parking agreement.

The proposed new car parking tariffs, with effect from 1st April 2009, for Wych Elm, Post Office and Commercial car parks are estimated to result in additional income of £78,700 in a full year. All figures are exclusive of 15% VAT. 

(Author Martin Rickett)

Human Resources

None specific (Author Nigel Delbare) 

ICT 

None specific (Author Lee French)

Legal

The procedures adopted to carry out the public consultation are entirely in line with the Councils Civil Parking Enforcement powers. In the event the consultation leads to a formal request to implement - change Traffic Regulation Order’s then this Committee has to make the resolution before the final orders can be made (Author Mike White) 
 
Sustainability

The new pay and display machines will be solar powered and therefore contribute to the Council carbon footprint (Author Joe McGill) 

BACKGROUND PAPERS:  None
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