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SummarY

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to commence statutory consultation to introduce parking permit schemes on Council owned land known as Sherwood House underground garages, Sewell Harris Close garage forecourt, Stow depot and the car park to rear of Jenner House in compliance with the Council’s Civil Parking Enforcement powers under the Traffic Management Act 2004 
recommended 
That the Committee agrees: - 
A) Commence statutory consultation to introduce permit holders only parking to areas set out in this report.
BACKGROUND
2. Following the most recent consultation relating the traffic orders for 2009, the Council carried out further consultation with the local health practices at the Stow – Bush Fair – Old Harlow.  As a result of this consultation it would be beneficial to the health centres to introduce further traffic orders on Council owned land to allow permit parking for local health practice and business employees. The areas in question are currently under utilised and available for conversion to off street parking. The permits are only valid from 8am – 7pm Monday - Friday. 
3. Sewell Harris Close hard standing, Stow depot parking bays and the car park to rear of Jenner House Old Harlow are available for immediate use and requires only the signage to be erected. Refer to plans A and C for locality 
4. Sherwood House garages are under utilised as the attached plan shows. The cost for conversion if the whole site was opened up is in the region of £90,000, depending upon the extent and type of improvement works agreed.  The approach to providing additional parking is therefore to be phased and demand lead due to the costs that could be incurred. A section of the garage parking space on the west side is in good condition and was until recently used by the mobile cleaners. Refer to plan B for locality 
5. To meet the criteria for the allocation of a business permit, each business must provide proof of the employee’s employment as set out on the form.
6. The purpose of introducing traffic orders is to: - 
i. Improve the quality of life for those people within the estates who often find their access to their homes blocked.
ii. Enhance the lines of sight in the local street scene for vulnerable road users, children, pedestrian and drivers alike.
iii. To enable disabled persons, parents with push chairs to cross the road at dropped kerb positions within the shopping centres.
iv. In the interest of public safety to ensure that emergency services have unimpeded access to estates and shopping precincts.
v. Introduce controlled parking areas to the rear of the local shops to enable delivery of goods.
vi. Provide designated parking at the rear of the shops.
vii. The proposals are required to reduce the probability of road traffic incidents.
viii. Improve independent living and access for persons requiring the use of and access to disabled parking bays.
CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR OFF STREET PARKING PERMITS   

7. As part of the statutory consultation an advert will be placed in the Herald newspaper for two consecutive weeks following this Committee meeting and Street notices placed at each location affected by these proposals. The notices will advise members of the public that the complete proposals are available to view at the Civic Centre and Essex County Hall Library and on the Council’s web site. 
IMPLications

Social Inclusion

None (Author Lynn Seward)

Equalities and compliance
None (Author Lynn Seward)

Finance

Permits will be charged at a rate of £50 per annum, the current level of inquires for permits is in excess of 100. 

The cost of signage to Sherwood House – Sewell Harris Close – Stow Depot – Jenner House is approximately £1,200. Advertisement fees and printing £450.
This level of income and expenditure will result in additional income of approximately £3,350. 

(Martin Rickett).

Human Resources

None (Author Nigel Delbarre) 

IT
None (Author Declan White).
Legal

The procedures adopted to carry out the public consultation comply with the Council’s Civil Parking Enforcement powers under the Traffic Management Act 2004. 

In the event the consultation leads to a formal request to implement or change the Traffic Regulation Order’s then this Committee has to make the resolution before the final orders can be made (Author Mike White) 

Sustainability

None (Author Graeme Bloomer)
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