MINUTES OF SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD ON
10 February 2009






7.30pm-8.32pm
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS

Linda Pailing (Chairman)

Nick Churchill


Tony Durcan


Mark Gough
Joshua Jolles


Patrick McClarnon





APOLOGIES

Michael Garnett


Nick Macy


Edna Stevens







51.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

52.
WRITTEN QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS


None.

53.
CONCESSIONARY TRAVEL - UPDATE
The Chairman gave some background to the Scrutiny review of Concessionary travel and explained that due to sensitive negotiations between Harlow Council, Essex County Council and the bus operators it became necessary to halt the review in December 2008. 
The Committee received a briefing note from Richard Criddle, Services Accountant proposing the intention for the concessionary travel scheme to be coordinated by Essex County Council. Essex County Council would therefore take responsibility for the financial risk regarding the level of payments to the bus operators.

RESOLVED that the Scrutiny review of concessionary travel be concluded and removed from the Scrutiny work programme.
54.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – FINAL REPORT
The Committee received a report on the Scrutiny review of Community Engagement. 
The Chair welcomed Mike Duckmanton (Chair Harlow Common Residents Forum) and Harry Harrison (Chair Great Parndon Residents Association) to the meeting. 

An email from Mike Duckmanton responding to the Community Engagement Review Final Report was circulated to Members of the Committee for information.

It was agreed that the resident associations not be given total responsibility of the Community notice boards as it was unlikely that the resident associations would be in a position to maintain and repair the notice boards should the need arise. 
RESOLVED that the recommendations, as set out in Appendix 1 of the report, be agreed subject to the following amendments
(i) the following be added as recommendation i

· Mike Duckmanton’s email responding to the Community Engagement final report be made available to the Environment & Community Committee

(ii) recommendation (a) be amended to read

· Community partnerships be reinstated after discussions with key partners on the format and proposed remit and scope of Community Partnerships within 3 months
(iii) recommendation (h) be amended to read

· the day to day management for the community noticeboards be given to the relevant resident association where possible

55. SCRUTINY REVIEW UPDATES

The Committee received a progress report on the three reviews which this Committee had included in its 2008/09 Work Plan ie: Estate Parking; Policing in Harlow and Complaints Procedure.

RESOLVED that the progress/update of each of the current scrutiny reviews, as set out in appendices 1-3 of the report, be noted; 

56.
REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

None
57.
MATTERS OF URGENT BUSINESS


None.







CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE

