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Designed in Harlow
The work of Frederick Gibberd’s Harlow office, 1956-1983

29 November – 24 January 2009

Gibberd Gallery
Designed in Harlow documents the work of Frederick Gibberd and Partners’ Harlow architects practice.  The exhibition features a range of projects that are illustrated by architectural photographs, drawings and other archival materials.

In 1956, Frederick Gibberd, the master planner for Harlow, initiated two concurrent actions; the purchase of a house at Marsh Lane (his home until his death in 1984) and the opening of a new branch of his office in Harlow.  These decisions demonstrate Gibberd’s long-term commitment to Harlow.  Until this time Gibberd’s involvement with Harlow had been based at his London practice on Percy Street; many of the early designs for Harlow, including Mark Hall North had been led by the London office.  In 1953, the Harlow office inherited existing Harlow projects including the completion of housing in the Little Parndon area and initiated a range of new designs for the town.  

The Harlow office’s work includes many projects can still be seen today, including a range of housing estates, the Harvey Centre and the redevelopment of Old Harlow.  However, this exhibition also illustrates buildings that that no longer stand; Longmans House, the Town Hall and Harlow Technical College, as well as projects never realised such as the extension to Longmans House and a proposed circular Council Chamber to adjoin the Town Hall.

Less is known locally about the range of projects undertaken outside of the town.  A selection of these designs is on show here including colleges for Bath and Huddersfield and a series of shopping centres and housing areas.  While this exhibition seeks to illustrate the range of work undertaken by the practice it offers more of an introduction than a survey of these projects.  

This exhibition has been organised in celebration of Frederick Gibberd’s centenary year with the support of John Graham, a Partner at the Harlow office.  As well as contributing invaluable information and archival material for this exhibition john Graham has written the accompanying booklet.  Further material has been sourced from the Local History Archive at the Museum of Harlow and the archives at the Gibberd Garden. 

Opening Times:

Monday – Friday, 9am – 5pm
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Saturdays, 9am – midday

Closed Sundays, 25, 26, 27 December and 1, 2 January 2009
Admission Free
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