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1. Background 
 
1.1 A Conservation Area (CA) is officially defined under The Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended) as ñareas of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhanceò. 
 

1.2 They can, therefore, comprise any part of our local environment which has special 
architectural or historic qualities. They are created by Councils, in consultation with the local 
community, to preserve and enhance the specific character of these areas so that they can 
be enjoyed by current and future generations.  

 
1.3 The National Planning Policy Framework1 (NPPF) includes CAs in the definition of heritage 

assets, along with individual listed buildings, Scheduled Monuments and other assets, and it 
prescribes the conditions which should be met when designating an area for conservation 
preservation.  
 

1.4 The NPPF requires great weight to be given to an assetôs conservation when determining a 
planning application for a proposal which would affect the asset. Any harm to, or loss of, the 
significance of a designated heritage asset would have to require clear and convincing 
justification, balanced against the public benefits of the proposal. Proposals resulting in 
substantial harm are usually refused planning permission.  

 
1.5 The NPPF states that in a CA, the potential loss of an asset ï a building or otherwise ï that 

makes a positive contribution to the areaôs significance should be considered against the 
relative significance of the affected element and the extent of its contribution to the area. 

 
1.6 The Council has a statutory duty to monitor and review a CA and publish proposals for its 

preservation and enhancement, while considering the views of local people. Subject to 
resources, the Council has a rolling programme of reviewing each Conservation Area in turn 
and it is assessed whether extra protections, such as Article 4 Directions, are required. Any 
issues in the CA would also be picked up through the Development Management process 
if/when planning applications are submitted for proposals in or affecting the CA. 

 
1.7 This document is a Character Appraisal of the Churchgate Street CA, detailing its history, 

features, development and the buildings within it, including identifying which make the most 
contribution to the CA. This document, therefore, provides a robust justification for the making 
of an Article 4 Direction (A4D) to ensure the CA is sufficiently protected in the future. There 
are more details on this in the Management Proposals chapter.  
 

1.8 The associated Management Plan and Guidance document (MPG), which is due to be 
consulted on and subsequently adopted in 2025, should be read alongside this document. 
The MPG focuses on details of the CA such as street signage, and outlines the way in which 
the Council will preserve and enhance the CA and provides guidance on submitting planning 
applications for works covered by the Article 4 Direction (A4D). 

 
1.9 A consultation on a draft version of this document was run between 2 September 2024 and 

30 September 2024. As a result, minor amendments were made.  
. 
1.10 Both this document and the MPG are material considerations, informing the determination of 

planning applications for proposals in or affecting the CA. Details of the A4D, MPG and the 
consultation on this document are/will be available on the Councilôs website2. 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2  
2 http://www.harlow.gov.uk/conservation-areas  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/conservation-areas
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2. History and Context 
 

2.1 The Churchgate Street Conservation Area (CA) is located in the east of Harlow, just under 
1km south-east from the centre of Old Harlow, 4km north-east from the town centre and just 
to the south of Gilden Way ï the main route into the town from the east. 

2.2 The CA focuses on the historic core of Churchgate Street, which is a ribbon development of 
various types of buildings, mostly houses, built predominantly in the 18th and 19th centuries 
but also with some notably older buildings. 

2.3 The historic core of Churchgate Street extends southwards from the junction of Sheering 
Road and Churchgate Street, to the point at which Churchgate Street becomes Hobbs Cross 
Road. The CA also, therefore, includes a number of buildings along Sheering Road, Mill 
Lane (which extends eastwards from Churchgate Street) and Hobbs Cross Road. 

2.4 Fig. 2.1 shows the CA in the context of the eastern side of the district (see Fig. 2.2 for a 
larger scale map). 

Fig. 2.1: Location of the Churchgate Street CA  

 

 
2.5 The earliest recorded evidence of activity in the area of Churchgate Street is the 

establishment of a masonry Saxon Church, built in 1044 on the site of the current St. Maryôs 
and St. Hughôs Church. However, there is evidence of earlier Saxon churches in the wider 
area, dating from around 700AD, and it is likely that one of these earlier churches was on the 
site of the current Church. This evidence indicates that Churchgate Street was one of the 
earliest settlements to develop in the Harlow area. 

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 
 

* 
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2.6 The exact reasons behind the original establishment of Churchgate Street are not fully 
known. However, it is believed that its name ï that was first referenced in 1582 ï refers to 
the Churchôs Lych Gate (which still exists), implying the areaôs existence may link to the 
Church.  

2.7 The current Church was built in the 12th century, although it was modified substantially in 
subsequent centuries, and it was around the Church that the medieval settlement began to 
grow. 

2.8 The area continued to develop slowly over the subsequent centuries. When Harlow New 
Town was designated in 1947, Churchgate Street was included within its boundaries. 
Subsequent development in the eastern part of the district focussed on Old Harlow and the 
surrounding area, including the designation of the High Street as a Neighbourhood Centre.  

2.9 Churchgate Street largely remained unaltered, with only limited developments in the wider 
area, such as new housing at Staffords, Cobbins Way, Fitzwilliam Court, Church Mill Grange 
and Elmbridge, largely built between the 1930s and 1980s. 

2.10 Fig. 2.2 is a larger scale map of the CA from the Policies Map of the Harlow Local 
Development Plan (adopted in 2020), showing current constraints and designations, as well 
as the boundary of the East of Harlow Masterplan Area (as shown in the East of Harlow 
Masterplanning Guidance Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)).  

Fig. 2.2: Churchgate Street CA with surrounding constraints and designations 

 

 

 

 

boundary* 

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 
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2.11 Figs. 2.3 to 2.5 show maps of Churchgate Street in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. 

Fig. 2.3: Map of the Churchgate Street CA and the surrounding area (1778) 

 
 

Fig. 2.4: Map of the Churchgate Street CA (1873) 
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Fig. 2.5: Map of the Churchgate Street CA (1960) 

 
 
2.12 There were a significant number of events in the CA from the Victorian period onwards as 

shown on the timeline in Fig. 2.6. The events in bold are particularly notable and are detailed 
further at later points in this document. 
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Fig. 2.6: Timeline of significant events in the Churchgate Street CA, 1870 - 2000 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* superseded by subsequent  
district-wide Local Plans 
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2000 
 

« Weekly bank in operation by this point 
  Major church restoration began ­ 

 

  Major church restoration ended ­ 

 

« Grocer and draper in operation by this point 

  Churchgate Hotel opened ­ 

 

« Sub post office and telegraph office opened     
 

« Area became sewered 

Maltings ceased ­ 

« November fair ended (originally primarily for  
     livestock; pleasure fair was added 19th c.) 

« Designation of Conservation Area 

«  

Church redecorated and repairs made ­ 

 

  House-building around historic core began ­ 

House-building around historic core mostly ended ­ 

 

«      

  Extra (minor) expansion to Conservation Area ­ 

 

« Many buildings nationally listed 

Land around Millhurst developed for housing ­ 

 

Land around Meadham developed for housing ­ 

 

« Maltings was established 

« War Memorial erected 

Churchgate St. CoE School converted to housing ­ 

 
Churchgate Street Area District Plan*  
adopted;   Conservation Area expanded;  
further buildings nationally listed   

Harlow Poors take over almshouses (Godsafe);  
slow population growth in wider area this decade 
      

  Designation of Harlow New Town ­ 
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3. Management of the Conservation Area 
 
Designation 

3.1 The original Churchgate Street Conservation Area (CA) was designated by Essex County 
Council, under the Civic Amenities Act 1967, on 28 March 1969. 

3.2 A revision to the CA boundary was made by Harlow Council on 22 June 1981, extending the 
CA to incorporate 13 to 23 Sheering Road (including the area now known as 1 to 4 Millhurst 
Mews). 

3.3 A further revision was made by Harlow Council on 17 April 1984, amending the CA boundary 
to include the rear garden of 25 Sheering Road (Millhurst). However, the current boundary, 
as shown on the Policies Maps of the current and previous Local Plans, differs slightly to the 
1984 revision and no longer properly follows the rear garden. This will be addressed in the 
proposed revisions to the CA boundary (see Chapter 5), which were adopted in February 
2025. 

3.4 The various styles, construction methods, materials and recorded history (such as records of 
uses of buildings dating back centuries), as well as the densities of the buildings and 
topography of the land, provides the special architectural and historic interest that supports 
the areaôs designation as a CA.  

3.5 The designation is further supported by the presence of a number of nationally listed 
buildings, which account for around a third of all buildings in the CA (see Chapter 4).  

3.6 Churchgate Street has broadly remained generally unchanged for centuries, retaining its 
historic ribbon pattern and form of development which, in the area around the Church at 
least, has been established for at least 800 years. The preservation of its character and 
protection from inappropriate change is largely due to the protection afforded by the CA 
designation. 

3.7 There were, however, a number of the changes in the wider area, beyond the designated 
CA, which occurred between 1930 and 1980, with various housing developments being built. 
These included Staffords to the north-west, Elmbridge to the east, and Roden Close and 
Windmill Fields to the north-east, which together comprise approx. 170 houses.  

3.8 These newer areas of development are characterised by housing set back from the road with 
universal materials and styles. These areas do not, therefore, share the same characteristics 
and qualities of the Churchgate Street CA. 

Churchgate Street Area District Plan 

3.9 The Churchgate Street Area District Plan (CSADP) was adopted by Harlow Council in March 
1981. It covered a wider area than the CA, extending approx. 200m from the centre of 
Churchgate Street to the west and up to 500m to the east. In total it covered approx. 58ha, 
compared to the size of the CA at the time which was approx. 6ha. 

3.10 The CSADP provided a detailed basis for the control of development, setting out land use 
policies. It also identified various issues to consider, including slow population growth 
possibly leading to an inability to expand services, conflict between employment, commercial 
and residential uses, the need to preserve the historic nature of the CA, and the effects of 
new development. 

3.11 The CSADP considered three alternatives for the area ï development of all possible sites, 
limited development of certain sites while not adversely affecting the CA, or total prevention 



Contents 12 

of new development. It concluded that limited development would be most appropriate, 
giving greater viability to services without pressurising the natural and historic features of the 
CA. 

3.12 To ensure the continued preservation of the CA, the CSADP sought measures including 
further listing of buildings, implementing Article 4 Directions, extending the CA boundary, 
briefing developers on what was expected of them, improving pedestrian access, 
implementing traffic management, and ensuring future development protected the character 
of the area.  

3.13 The Plan also sought more specific actions such as the removal of overhead wires and 
regular maintenance of Glebe Open Space and the churchyard, and included site allocations 
in the Plan; the most significant of which were for residential uses on land surrounding 
Millhurst and Meadham ï two of the largest houses in the CA.  

3.14 In the decades following the adoption of the CSADP, there was some house construction in 
the area surrounding the CA on land which had originally been allocated in the Plan. The 
most notable of these were Fitzwilliam Court and Cobbins Way to the north-east, which 
comprise 34 houses and 66 flats/maisonettes.  

3.15 There were also around a dozen houses constructed on land which was formerly part of 
Millhurst and Meadham, within the CA. If a house was built on such land and is in the CA, it 
will be referenced in the relevant details in the Detailed Appraisals (see the Appendices). 

3.16 The 1981 and 1984 expansions of the CA, primarily to extend it northwards to include 13 ï 
23 Sheering Road, were implemented as a result of the CSADP. 

3.17 A development plan for the whole district had been in preparation since the mid-1980s, 
resulting in the district-wide Harlow Local Plan being adopted in 1995. The relevant parts of 
that Local Plan superseded the CSADP. A replacement Local Plan was adopted in 2006, 
followed by the current Harlow Local Development Plan which was adopted in 2020.  

3.18 While the CSADP is now over 40 years old and was superseded nearly 30 years ago, it 
contains important information to understand how the preservation of the CA and the 
planning of the wider area has evolved since the CA was designated in 1969. The site 
appraisals in the CSADP have also provided useful background information. 

3.19 An extract from the Proposals Map for the CSADP can be seen at Fig. 3.2 and is referred to 
at relevant points in the Detailed Appraisals. 
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Fig. 3.2: Extract from the CSADP Proposals Map 

 
 

   

addition 
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4. General Appraisal of the Conservation Area 
 

4.1 The boundary of the Conservation Area (CA)*, and how it has been split up into sections for 
the Detailed Appraisals (see the Appendices), is shown in the large-scale map at Fig. 4.1. 

Fig. 4.1: Churchgate Street CA boundary and sections for the Detailed Appraisals 

 
 

  

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

* 
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Density 

4.2 In terms of density, the CA has a low-density layout to the north of the Church on the western 
side and to the north of Mill Lane on the eastern side, while the central part has a notably 
higher density. There is also a notably lower density around Chantry House in the south due 
to the amount of open land surrounding it.  

4.3 The lesser density in the north of the CA applies to both the original buildings and also to the 
more modern buildings built in former grounds of buildings (e.g. houses built on land 
originally part of the grounds of Meadham and Millhurst). 

4.4 The higher-density buildings in the central part of the CA clearly follow the road and were 
built close to it. This is in contrast to the areas outside the CA which were built more recently 
and generally have a lower density, albeit not as low as the northern part of the CA, and are 
set back further from the road. 

4.5 The urban grain map at Fig. 4.2 visually represents the density of the CA and the 
surrounding area, showing the relationship between the buildings and open space.  
Aside from the notable amounts of open land around buildings in the north of the CA and the 
land around Chantry House, the map also clearly shows the main open land which is Glebe 
Open Space. 

Building Heights 

4.6 The majority of the buildings in the CA are two-storey with a height of 6 to 8m, which is the 
average height for a standard two-storey house. Buildings taller than this are almost 
exclusively found in the northern part of the CA where building density is lower.  

4.7 These taller buildings are 17 & 19 Sheering Road, Millhurst, Meadham and 10 & 12 (Old 
School) Churchgate Street, along with 29 Churchgate Street (a former granary) in the central 
part and Chantry House in the southern part. The Church, however, is technically the tallest 
building in the CA due to its spire. 

4.8 The map at Fig. 4.3 shows building heights in the CA. 
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Fig. 4.2: Urban grain map for the Churchgate Street CA (and surrounding area) 

 
 

 

  

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

* 
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Fig. 4.3: Building heights map for the Churchgate Street CA 

 
 

 
 
  

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 
** the height of a building usually refers to its tallest point 
 

** 
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Building Ages and Styles 

4.9 Fig. 4.4 shows the percentage of buildings constructed in the CA in each century. As 
expected for a CA such as this, the majority were constructed prior to the 20th century, with 
around half dating to the 18th or 19th centuries. Around one in ten were constructed even 
earlier. Almost all the 21st century buildings are the houses in Chantry Gardens, mostly 
replacing 20th century buildings which were additions to Chantry House. Fig. 4.4 only 
considers buildings which are currently existing and does not consider any which have been 
demolished over time.  

Fig. 4.4: Proportion of buildings constructed in each century in the Churchgate Street CA 

 
 
4.10 Fig. 4.5 shows the ages of the buildings and whether they are nationally listed. It remains the 

case that the oldest (surviving) buildings are found close to the Church, such as the Queenôs 
Head pub (dating to the early 16th century), 24 Churchgate Street, Churchgate House and 
Little Hillsborough (all early 17th century) and 2 to 6 Godsafe (mid 16th century). Also shown 
on this map are the listed wall to the south of Millhurst, listed Lych Gate near the Church, and 
listed K6 telephone box outside 17 & 19 Churchgate Street.  

4.11 The exceptions to these, which are further from the Church, are Chantry House (the original 
part of which was built in the early 17th century), and Meadham at the junction with Sheering 
Road (also early 17th century). It is notable that most buildings dating from the mid-19th 
century onwards are found in the southern half ï particularly where Churchgate Street 
becomes Hobbs Cross Road.  

4.12 Around a third of the buildings in the CA are nationally listed at Grade II, except the Queenôs 
Head Public House which is Grade II*. The listings were mostly made in 1950 and 1981, and 
also include a wall near Millhurst, a K6 telephone box and the Lych Gate near the Church, 
which are Grade II. Most of the listed buildings are found on the western side of Churchgate 
Street. 
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Fig. 4.5: Map of building ages and national listing in the Churchgate Street CA 

 
 

 
 

4.13 Due to the gradual expansion of Churchgate Street over time, there are a variety of styles of 
buildings which can be found in the CA, including Tudor, Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian. 
Some of the modern buildings have been designed to replicate these historical styles. More 
information can be found in the Detailed Appraisals (see the Appendices). 

4.14 The presence of these varying styles is one of the contributing factors to the architectural and 
historic interest of Churchgate Street, as it clearly demonstrates the dominant styles that 
were in use at the time the buildings were constructed. It is important, therefore, that this 
diverse mix of building styles is protected. 

 ̂as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

 ̂
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4.15 As a result of the varying ages of the buildings, a range of materials and construction 
methods can be found in Churchgate Street, including: 

¶ timbered or half-timbered framing; 

¶ white or cream plaster, timber or brick masonry for cladding or rendering; 

¶ black painted weatherboarding; 

¶ red plain clay tiles or grey slate for roofing. 
 
Facilities 

4.16 The current community facilities in the CA comprise St. Maryôs Church, the Church Hall and 
the Queenôs Head Public House.  

4.17 There is also a retail facility in the form of Churchgate Stores at Nos. 17 & 19 Churchgate 
Street (a convenience store with a caf®). There have been a number of other retail facilities 
in the CA in the past ï see Table 4.1.  

Table 4.1: History of retail facilities in Churchgate Street 

Address Description 

4 Churchgate Street Once used as a shop 

15 (Churchgate House) 
Churchgate Street  

Grocer (Archbellôs) and draper (Jacobôs) traded from front 
extension from approx. 1880 or earlier. The draper unit was 
occupied by an antique dealer from 1936. All or part of the 
retail use ceased in the early 1960s 

17 & 19 Churchgate Street Sub post office opened in 1894. Currently operating as 
Churchgate Stores (convenience shop and caf®). This 
included the sub post office until that ceased in 2009 

30 Churchgate Street Distyôs hairdresser traded from mid-1960s to mid-2000s 

34 or 36 Churchgate Street A baker traded from one of these houses until 1973 

35 Churchgate Street Recorded in 1984 as Servpoint appliances shop. Retail use 
ceased by 1996 

37 Churchgate Street Recorded in 1984 as butcher (G. Newman). Retail use ceased 
in mid-late 2000s 

51 Churchgate Street May have operated as a shop at some point 

 
Green & Blue Infrastructure 

4.18 The main public green space in the CA is Glebe Open Space, to the north of the Church. 
There are, however, large gardens and other open land in the grounds of certain buildings, 
almost exclusively in the north where density is lower. The exception to this is the open land 
surrounding Chantry House in the south of the CA.  

4.19 Fig. 4.6 is an annotated satellite photograph of the CA which shows the open spaces and 
open land surrounding buildings, along with preserved trees, and the brook and associated 
Floodzones.  

4.20 There are also other Green and Blue Infrastructure assets which contribute to the character 
of the CA, including a number of mature trees and hedges, and the brook which flows into 
the Churchgate Street from the south-west, before running under Hobbs Cross Road. As a 
result, part of the the area near the brook is classed by the Environment Agency as 
Floodzone 2, while the area immediately around the brook is Floodzone 3. 
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Fig. 4.6: Satellite image of the Churchgate Street CA with annotations 

 

 

4.21 Many of the mature trees benefit from being protected under Tree Preservation Orders, as 
marked on Fig. 4.6. These are predominantly clustered around the open space in the 
grounds (or former grounds) of Millhurst, Meadham and Chantry House, with one at the 
corner of Glebe Open Space and one near the Church. 

4.22 In total there are 27 protected trees in the CA. Around a third have been protected since 
2008 and a third since 2018/19, with the remainder being protected since the early 1990s. 
The predominant type of tree is lime, although there are also examples of beech, copper 
beech, horse-chestnut, maple, mulberry, pine, sycamore and yew. 

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 
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4.23 Even in the central part of the CA which has a higher density, some houses benefit from 
small front gardens, helping to soften the effect of the high density. A small number have 
been converted into hardstanding for parking, which can cause issues such as loss of 
biodiversity and increased rainwater surface-run off, as well as disrupting the original 
aesthetic of a property. 

Walking and Cycling Routes 

4.24 Pavements run either side of Churchgate Street for almost the entirety of the street, 
continuing into Hobbs Cross Road, Sheering Road and Mill Lane, and connecting with 
footpaths #24, #160 and #14.  

4.25 There are a number of footpaths, designated as Public Rights of Way by Essex County 
Council as the Highways Authority, which run through or adjacent to the CA: 

¶ #24, running north-west to south-east along the western side of the CA, linking with 
#21 to the west and #160; 

¶ #160, running north-south from the point that Churchgate Street becomes Hobbs 
Cross Road, linking with #165 to the west and #24; 

¶ #14, running northwards from Sheering Road. 
 

4.26 There are also two de-facto public paths, to the north and south of the Church, which link 
Churchgate Street with footpath #21. 

4.27 In addition to the pavements and footpaths, National Cycle Network Route 1 ï which runs in 
sections from Dover to the Scottish Highlands ï runs east-west through the CA, along 
Sheering Road. 

4.28 These walking and cycling routes are marked on the map at Fig. 4.7. 
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Fig. 4.7: Walking and Cycling Routes in the CA 

 

 
Topography and Views 

4.29 The topography of the land in the CA (see the map at Fig. 4.7) is at its lowest in the north-
west, around 50m above sea level, and rises to 60m near the Church, which is the highest 
land in the main part of the CA. Moving southwards the height reduces towards the brook, 
where it measures around 53m, before rising again to around 60m in Chantry Gardens.  

4.30 The topography assists in providing some long-distance views across the CA, particularly 
from the area around the Church looking southwards, and downwards, along Churchgate 
Street. As well as these long-distance views, there are also a number of notable short-

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 
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distance views, such as views of the Church and Churchyard from Churchgate Street, and 
into and along footpaths. Chantry Gardens, on higher ground at the southern end of the CA, 
can be viewed from the central part of the CA. 

4.31 There are also a number of landmark buildings which are identified as such in the Detailed 
Appraisals (see the Appendices). These are considered landmark buildings because they are 
either located where long-distance views terminate and/or are of a sufficiently significant 
design or size that makes them easily recognisable. One of these is the Church which, due 
to its spire, is viewable from longer distances across many parts of the CA and beyond. 

4.32 Many of the views into and across the CA, as well as closer views of individual buildings, are 
disrupted to differing extents by parked cars and other vehicles. On-street parking in the CA 
is, however, a common consequence of increased car ownership since most of the buildings 
were constructed. As mentioned elsewhere in this document, there are a few front gardens 
which have been converted to hardstanding for the purposes of car-parking.  
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Fig. 4.7: Topography Map for Churchgate Street CA (and surrounding area) 

 
 
  
* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

* 
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4.33 Fig. 4.8 shows the main long- and short-distance views and landmark buildings in the CA. 
The location letters relate to photos of views from those locations, which can be seen at Figs. 
4.9 to 4.30. 

Fig. 4.8: Map of views and landmark buildings in the Churchgate Street CA 

 

  
* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

* 
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Fig. 4.9: Location A, looking east-northeast along Sheering Road (view terminates at No. 45) 

 

 
Fig. 4.10: Location A, looking north-northwest along Millhurst Mews 

 

 
Fig. 4.11: Location B, looking southeast into Glebe Open Space 
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Fig. 4.12: Location C, looking west-southwest along Sheering Road 

 

 

Fig. 4.13: Location C, looking east-northeast along Sheering Road (view terminates at No. 45) 

 

 
Fig. 4.14: Location D, looking west-southwest along Sheering Road 
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Fig. 4.15: Location D, looking north-northwest along footpath 

 
 
 

Fig. 4.16: Location E, looking south-southeast along Churchgate Street (view terminates at No. 29) 
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Fig. 4.17: Location F, looking west-southwest towards the edge of Glebe Open Space 

 

 
Fig. 4.18: Location G, looking east-northeast along Mill Lane 

 

 
Fig. 4.19: Location G, looking west-southwest towards the Church 
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Fig. 4.20: Location H, looking west-southwest along Mill Lane and into the Churchyard 

 

 
Fig. 4.21: Location I, looking west-southwest towards the Church 

 

 
Fig. 4.22: Location J, looking west-southwest, through the Lych Gate towards the side of the Church 
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Fig. 4.23: Location J, looking north-northwest along Churchgate Street (view terminates at 
Auckland House) 

 

 
Fig. 4.24: Location K, looking west-southwest towards land to the rear of the Queenôs Head Pub 

 

 
Fig. 4.25: Location L, looking south-southeast along Churchgate Street (view terminates at houses 

in Chantry Gardens) 
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Fig. 4.26: Location M, looking south-southwest along Hubbardôs Hall Drive 

 

 
Fig. 4.27: Location M, looking north-northwest along Churchgate Street (view terminates near the 

Lych Gate, with the roof of 2 - 6 (Godsafe) visible in the distance) 

 

 
Fig. 4.28: Location N, looking south-southeast towards Chantry Gardens 
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Fig. 4.29: Location N, looking south-east towards Chantry House 

 

 
Fig. 4.30: Location N, looking east along Hobbs Cross Road 
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Information on Detailed Appraisals 

4.34 The Detailed Appraisals for the Churchgate Street CA can be seen in the Appendices. For 
the purpose of these appraisals, the CA has been split into four sections  ï northern, 
western, eastern and southern. Each building (and other features such as the Lych Gate) has 
been analysed and the following information provided: 

¶ Details 
o Photos, type of building, number of bedrooms, number of storeys, year built, 
listing status 

¶ Elements visible from the highway (highway includes road, pavement or footpath, 
as per the relevant legislation) 
o Description of main fa­ade, roof, windows, notable entrance (e.g. porch) and 
front boundary 

¶ Extra information  
o E.g. notable previous occupants 

¶ Contribution to Conservation Area  
o Includes a score and justification for the score 
o The scores range from +2 to -2, with +2 meaning a building makes a significant 
contribution 

¶ History 
o A detail of key events and dates in the buildingôs life (only for certain buildings 
such as the Church and Chantry House) 

¶ Notable planning history (both granted and refused, including Listed Building 
Consents) 

 
4.35 The information was gathered using online materials, historic records, Harlow Council 

records, library books and materials contained in Harlow Museum. Site visits were also 
undertaken (and photos taken) during three weekdays in March and May 2024.  

4.36 The Detailed Appraisals, therefore, provide a record of the buildings and features in the CA at 
the time the work was carried out in Spring 2024. These appraisals, along with the general 
appraisal in this chapter, have informed and provided justification for the Management 
Proposals which are detailed later.  

4.37 These appraisals have informed the production of the associated Management Plan and 
Guidance document for the CA, which focuses on the preservation and enhancement of the 
CA. 

4.38 Fig. 4.31 is a map detailing the óCA contributionô scores that each building received as part of 
these appraisals. 
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Fig. 4.31: Map of the Contribution Scores for buildings in the Churchgate Street CA 

 
 
 
Future Development 

4.37 In the 1990s and 2000s, the significant development of Newhall was developed to the south 
of Churchgate Street. This development was carefully planned to ensure the nature of the CA 
was not harmed and that the area was not over-developed. 

4.38 In 2020, the Harlow Local Development Plan (HLDP) was adopted which allocated the East 
of Harlow Strategic Housing Site. Along with a portion of land in the Epping Forest district 
which is allocated in the respective Local Plan for Epping, this site comprises the East of 
Harlow Garden Community, one of four Garden Communities planned as part of the wider 

* as designated before revisions adopted in Feb 2025 

* 
























































































































































































































