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7. Gilston Village 7

Figure 3.1: Growth: Development Areas
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J7a and link road: indicative outline*
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HGGT Sustainable Transport Corridor
(possible extension)**

Stort Crossing

National Cycle Network (NCN)

NCN link

Public Right of Way

HGGT Super Greenway**

Local cycle route (HDC)

LCWIP Walking Zone

" HGGT Cycle Crossing

**  Indicative.  Subject to changes and extension through
Masterplanning processes. 
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1. Water Lane
2. Latton Priory
3. North Weald Bassett

4. Lee Valley SPA & Ramsar

5. Hatfield Forest SSSI & NNR

LUC_EastofHarlowUpper_20220715

6. Wormley Hoddenson Wood SAC

13c. East of Harlow

7. Epping Forest SAC

8.  Harlow Woods SSSI

Lee Valley SPA and Ramsar (7 km Zone
of Influence)

Hatfield Forest (10.4 km Zone of
Influence)

Wormley Hoddedson Wood SAC (7 km
Zone of Influence)

Epping Forest SAC (6.2 km Zone of
Influence)

Figure 4.1: Critical Threshold Sites
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Figure 5.1: Illustration of existing GI opportunities within the partner council strategies 
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Figure 5.2: Comparative summary of the GI Strategy across the five partner councils 
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East Hertfordshire Landscape Character Area

059: Lea Valley Marshes
060: Middle Lea Valley South
073b: High Cross Plateau - B
078: Great Amwell Ridge and Slopes
079: Amwell Floodplain
080: Rye Meads
081a: Stanstead and Pishiobury
Parklands - A
081b: Stanstead and Pishiobury
Parklands - B
082: River Stort
083: Hunsdon Plateau
084: High Wych Slopes
085: Thorley Uplands
086: Perry Green Uplands
087: Middle Ash Valley
088: Lower Ash Valley
089: Wareside / Braughing Uplands
090: Middle Rib Valley
093: Hadhams Valley
152: Great Hyde Hall

Figure 6. : Local Landscape Character
Areas
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Figure 6. : HGGT Landscape Zones
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Nature Recovery
Relevant Targets for Nature Recovery

7.7 This  section summarises the existing targets 
that drive local nature conservation action, and 
inform policy decision making, at the county level. 

7.8 Hertfordshire’s State of Nature Report  found 
that, of the Hertfordshire Species of Conservation 
Concern assessed, 20% are extinct or threatened in 
a Hertfordshire context. The county council’s 2020 
Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy Action Plan sets 
out targets as listed at right. Complementary targets 
of the Wildlife Trust are also given. 

7.9 To address the target for greater 
understanding, comprehensive mapping of the 
biodiversity baseline across Hertfordshire has been 
completed by the county council. This will augment 
the 2014 Hertfordshire ecological network mapping, 
which produced a county-wide habitat inventory and 
potential habitat network maps. These are expected 
to underpin the future LNRS and should be 
incorporated into the GI Framework during the next 
review period.

7.10 Essex County Council helped to coordinate 
the Local Nature Partnership. Four targets have been 
set to achieve by 2030.

7.11 The Wilder Essex Map, led by Essex Wildlife 
Trust and the RSPB, remains in draft form but is 
anticipated to inform the future LNRS  .

7.12  The Essex Climate Action Commission 
Report 2020 'Net-Zero: Making Essex Carbon 
Neutral' recognises the importance of biodiversity 
alongside other GI functions.  Recommendations for 
natural GI and urban greening in relation to 
developments are given.

Sustainable
Hertfordshire Strategy Action 

Plan: Biodiversity targets

•    Enhance nature across our land and water 
by 20% by 2030;

•    Enhance nature across Hertfordshire’s land and 
water by 20% by 2050;

•    Deliver a refreshed Biodiversity Strategy, 
accompanied by a comprehensive biodiversity 

baseline, which will achieve a 20% increase based 
on Defra’s biodiversity metric;

•    Establish a network of habitat banks on HCC 
land to provide biodiversity compensation 
alongside other ecosystem services and 

potential carbon capture schemes in 
support of the county’s growth 

aspirations.

Hertfordshire and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

Wilder Future 2030 targets 

•    At least 30% of land connected and 
protected for nature’s recovery;

•    Wildlife habitats are the best they can be 
for nature and are resilient to the challenges 

of a changing climate;
•    Wild places are better-protected in law; 
•    Species declines are reversed and their 

populations are recovering;
•    Greater understanding of local 

wildlife and its ecology.

Essex Local Nature 
Partnership targets for 2030:

•   14% of Natural Green Infrastructure 
coverage of Essex to be increased to 25% 

coverage by 2030;
•    50% of farmland in Essex to adopt 

sustainable land stewardship practices by 2030 
(target adopted from the Essex Climate Action 

Commission);
•    1 in 4 people in Essex taking action for Nature 

Recovery (target adopted from the Essex 
Wildlife Trust);

•    Access to high quality green space for 
all (reflecting Access to Natural 

Greenspace Standards 
ANGSt).

Essex Climate 
Action Commission 

Report 2020: Biodiversity 
related recommendations for 

development

•   30% of all land in Essex will enhance 
biodiversity and the natural environment 

by creating natural GI (anticipated to 
target 25% by 2030 and 30% by 2040);
•    30% urban greening across towns, 

villages, new developments by 
2040.

37

37    At the time of consultation in June 2022 to inform the 
Framework, the 2021 draft map is undergoing review 
by the Focus Group.
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Wet woodland (Essex)

Open water

Priority river habitat

Hertfordshire Key Biodiversity Area

13: River Ash
14: Stort Valley
15: Lea Valley
16: Rib Valley

National Priority Habitat Type

Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
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Good quality semi-improved grassland
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Lowland heathland
Lowland meadows
Traditional orchard
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Restorable Habitat
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Figure 7.2: Priority Habitat Network
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Figure 7.3: Soil Carbon
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Figure 7.4: Wetland Habitats
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Figure 7.5: Canopy Cover
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ANGSt profile: The full set of ANGSt assessment into
one "combined buffer" map to allow an understanding
of the ANGSt Profile for any given location.
• Doorstep Standard: At least 0.5 ha within 200m
• Local Standard: At least 2ha within 300m
• Neighbourhood Standard : At least 10ha within 1km
• Wider Neighbourhood Standard: At least 20ha
within 2km
• District Standard: At least 100ha within 5km
• Sub-regional Standard: At least 500ha within 10km
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Figure 7.7: Health Deprivation and Open
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Figure 7.8: Air Quality and Green Assets
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