
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.harlow.gov.uk/SPD
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/SPD
mailto:openspaceSPD@harlow.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/harlow-local


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.placeservices.co.uk/resources/natural-environment/essex-biodiversity-validation-checklist/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/supplementary-planning


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hggt.co.uk/
https://hggt.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. NATIONAL AND LOCAL POLICY BACKGROUND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/harlow-local
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/supplementary-planning


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hggt.co.uk/
https://647.f4f.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/190128_Vision-document_HIGH-RES.pdf
https://hggt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/HGGT-Design-guide-2018.pdf
https://hggt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FINAL_HGGT-Sustainability-Guidance-and-Checklist-Mar-2021-FINAL-02-1.pdf


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources
https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence/evidence-base
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-sport/sports-facility-calculator
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence/evidence-base
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence/evidence-base


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence/evidence-base
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence/evidence-base
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/guidance
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/guidance


 



 

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6049804846366720
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6049804846366720


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Project  
planning 

 Identify sites where the metric will be used 

 Identify the planned actions or interventions that will 
change habitats (e.g. development/land management) 

 Identify metric components to use (e.g. area-based 
habitats, hedgerows, rivers and streams) Step 1 

Data collection 

 Collect habitat and other data from site(s) 

 Check Harlow Local Development Plan and other 
relevant documents for strategic significance of site(s) 

 Determine expected effects of habitat changes or 
interventions on habitats present (if applicable) Step 2 

Calculation 

 Input data into the calculation tool to generate 
biodiversity unit scores 

 If evaluating effects of changes or interventions, run 
the calculator tool for pre- and post-change scenarios Step 3 

Informing 
design and 
decisions 

 Use results to improve design, communicate gains and 
losses, and inform planning decisions 

Step 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avoid Minimise Remediate Compensate 

Where possible, 
habitat damage 

should be avoided 

Where possible, 
habitat damage and 

loss should be 
minimised 

Where possible, 
any damaged or 

lost habitat should 
be restored 

As a last resort, 
damaged or lost 

habitat should be 
compensated for 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/harlow-local
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/harlow-local
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/harlow-local
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEBPS3A%20-%20Harlow%20Open%20Space%20and%20Green%20Infrastructure%20Study%202013%20Chapters%201%20to%205.pdf
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEBPS3B%20-%20Harlow%20Open%20Space%20and%20Green%20Infrastructure%20Study%202013%20Chapters%206%20to%209.pdf
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/guidance
http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720
http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720
https://shift.tools/contributors/551/about
https://shift.tools/contributors/551/about
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEBSL1A%20-%20Sports%20Facilities%20Study%202017%20Part%201%20Background%20and%20Context.pdf
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEBSL1B%20-%20Sports%20Facilities%20Study%202017%20Part%202%20Built%20Facilities%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEBSL1C%20-%20Sports%20Facilities%20Study%202017%20Part%203%20Playing%20Pitch%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/facility-cost-guidance
https://www.placeservices.co.uk/resources/natural-environment/essex-biodiversity-validation-checklist/#:~:text=Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist%20This%20checklist%2C%20produced%20by,Development%20Procedure%29%20Order%201995.%20Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist
https://www.placeservices.co.uk/resources/natural-environment/essex-biodiversity-validation-checklist/#:~:text=Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist%20This%20checklist%2C%20produced%20by,Development%20Procedure%29%20Order%201995.%20Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist
https://www.placeservices.co.uk/resources/natural-environment/essex-biodiversity-validation-checklist/#:~:text=Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist%20This%20checklist%2C%20produced%20by,Development%20Procedure%29%20Order%201995.%20Essex%20Biodiversity%20Validation%20Checklist
https://ecosystemsknowledge.net/ecometric
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/supplementary-planning
https://www.harlow.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/harlow-local-development-plan/supplementary-planning
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments-creating-wildlife-friendly-communities/?pk_campaign=newsletter_1833
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/about
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/about
https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources
https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
https://greenflagaward.org/
https://greenflagaward.org/
https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources
https://hggt.co.uk/our-resources

