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REPORT TO: FULL COUNCIL

DATE: 31 OCTOBER 2019

TITLE: REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND PLACES
2019

LEAD OFFICER: BRIAN KEANE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE/ACTING

RETURNING OFFICER (01279) 446000

CONTRIBUTING OFFICER:  SIMON HILL, HEAD OF GOVERNANCE

(01279) 446099

RECOMMENDED that:

A

The proposals for the Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling Stations in
Harlow, as set out in Appendix A to the report, be approved with the changes as
follows:

i) St Stephen’s Church is being designated as the polling place for Bush
Fair West, replacing William Martin School.

i) Church Langley Community Centre being designated as the polling
place for Church Langley East, except for Parliamentary Elections and
referenda where Henry Moore Primary School will continue to be used.

iii) The creation of a new polling district for Newhall (designated HC) Old
Harlow South, using Newhall Primary Academy as the polling place.

B The Electoral Registration Officer reflect alterations required as a result of the
review in the revised Electoral Register, to be published in accordance with the
statutory timetable.

C The Acting Returning Officer be authorised to identify and designate alternative
polling places should a requirement arise of necessity prior to the next
scheduled review.

BACKGROUND

1. Under the Electoral Administration Act 2006 there is a statutory requirement for
the Council to review its polling places every four years. To comply with this, the
Council must finalise its review by 1 December 2019.

2. The Council began a review on 1 July 2019 which was split into two stages. The

first stage gave the public the opportunity to make initial representations until 31
July 2019. Following consideration of these representations the (Acting)
Returning Officer published their proposed changes on 22 August 2019. The
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public were invited to make representations on these proposals by 20
September 2019.

A notice of the review was published on the Council’'s website. Copies were also
sent to all local Councillors, County Councillors, the local MP, all current polling
places, social media and local notice boards. The responses are attached as
Appendix B to the report, but are also summarised below:

a) Bush Fair West — William Martin School

1) Closing school causes unnecessary disruption and is difficult to
justify given the low turnout at recent elections;

i) Imminent loss of car parking opposite school; and
iii) Other suitable venues within area.
b) Church Langley East — Henry Moore Primary School

i) Unnecessary to close school due to disruptive impact on
education and costs to families given low turnout; and

i)  Church Langley Community Centre is a much bigger venue and is
more suitable with better parking.

c) Great Parndon East — Jerounds Primary School

i)  Unnecessary to close school due to disruptive impact on
education and costs to families given low turnout.

The Council is required by law to divide its area into polling districts for the
purpose of Parliamentary Elections and to designate polling places for those
districts. The current list of polling districts and places is attached as Appendix C
to the report

Consideration must be given to the law and the Electoral Commission’s
Guidance. This means that the Council must:

a) Seek to ensure that all electors in the constituency have such
reasonable facilities for voting as practicable in the circumstances;

b) Seek to ensure that so far as is reasonable and practicable, the polling
places they are responsible for are accessible to all electors, including
those who are disabled, and when considering the designation of a
polling place, must have regard to the accessibility needs of disabled
persons;

¢) The polling place must be within the polling district (and therefore ward)
unless special circumstances make it desirable to designate an area
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wholly or partly outside the district (for example, if no accessible
parking can be identified in the district).

6. The law makes provision for the (Acting) Returning Officer to use school
premises for the purpose of taking a poll free of charge. In addition to this,
schools are often used because they are centrally located, well known venues,
with good disabled access and parking.

ISSUES/PROPOSALS

7. The (Acting) Returning Officer considered the following factors, in addition to
those set out in paragraph 5 of this report:

a) Central or convenient location for the maximum number of electors in
the ward;

b) Physical accessibility, especially for those with mobility difficulties;
c) Guaranteed availability;

d) Consistent availability;

e) Venue is well known to electors;

f) Cost;

g) Condition of building and facilities; and

h) Impartial and ethical use of the building/location.

8. The (Acting) Returning Officer's comments on representations received and any
subsequent recommendations are below.

a) Bush Fair West — William Martin School

i) Itis noted that the current polling place is unsuitable given the
high level of Special Educational and Disability (SEND) children
that attend.

i)  The loss of nearby parking also will make the current polling place
less suitable.

i) St Stephen’s Church is more accessible to voters, with better
access and facilities. It is therefore proposed that the polling place
is changed to St Stephen’s Church.
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b) Church Langley East — Henry Moore Primary School

)

ii)

Representations about the suitability of Henry Moore Primary
School have been made during previous reviews and it was noted
that use of Henry Moore Primary School had declined since its
use as polling place began in 2008. The turnout during the 2019
Local Elections (excluding postal votes) was 18.5 per cent.

The school is unable to open up its staff car park until after 6pm
as it is required for staff. The school playground cannot be used
due to Police concerns about behaviour when it was previously
used.

Church Langley Community Centre is in a good location within the
Ward, with good parking, and is big enough for the whole Ward
for lower turnout elections.

However for higher turnout polls, such as Parliamentary Elections,
there are concerns about queuing at the Church Langley
Community Centre. It is therefore proposed that Church Langley
Community Centre is the new polling place for Church Langley
East, except for Parliamentary Elections/referenda where Henry
Moore Primary School be used. When the school is used, the
Council will designate a disabled parking area outside of the
School’s gates and will suspend parking restrictions next to the
School.

c) Great Parndon East — Jerounds Primary School

)

The current polling place is centrally located and easily
accessible. Alternatives are not centrally located, so although it is
noted that there is disruption to students, it is not proposed to
make any changes.

9. The (Acting) Returning Officer has also made the following representation not
arising from comments received during the consultation. The representations are
attached as Appendix D to the report.

a) Old Harlow South

)

To reflect the increasing size of Old Harlow West due to the
Newhall development, it is necessary to create a new polling
district. It is proposed that the new district will be called Old
Harlow South and will comprise the Newhall development. The
Newhall Primary Academy would be used as the polling place,
subject to the agreement of the academy trust.

10. All other polling districts and places received no representations in respect of
them and are considered appropriate.
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11. Consultation on the (Acting) Returning Officer's Representation began on 22
August 2019 and ended on 20 September 2019. The responses are attached as
Appendix D to the report and are summarised below:

a) Bush Fair West

1) The nursery at William Martin School can be isolated from the rest
of the school, or the school can earmark an INSET day.

i)  Parking will not be lost due to Bushey Croft development.
b) Church Langley West

i) Supportive of change, but unclear why Henry Moore Primary
School will be used for Parliamentary Elections/referenda.

i) Disagree with proposed changes. There have been no changes
since the previous review. The school can use INSET days and
the school is centrally located within the polling district. Parking
issues are only anecdotal and it would be more difficult, and
discriminatory, for the majority of the electorate to travel to Church
Langley Community Centre. It will be confusing to have different
arrangements for different elections.

c¢) Old Harlow South
1) Unnecessary and inappropriate to use Newhall Primary Academy
as it creates disruption to parents and can pose a safeguarding

risk.

i)  There are other locations nearby to the school which should be
considered.

iii) There is a need to create a new polling district.
iv)  Support the use of the school as a polling place.

12. The (Acting) Returning Officer has considered the issues raised as part of the
second phase of consultation and considers that the proposed changes set out
in Appendix A to the report remain appropriate.

13. The changes to the Electoral Register will take effect from 1 December 2019
unless a Parliamentary General Election is called. The Electoral Registration
Officer will make the changes accordingly.

Changes to a Polling Place Before the Next Statutory Review

14. If a polling station becomes unavailable the (Acting) Returning Officer will first

consider whether it is feasible to use a different room or area within a designated
polling place.
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15. If a polling place is or will become unavailable and sufficient time permits, a
review will take place and a decision on a replacement polling place will be
made by Full Council.

16. However, in an urgent situation where it is not feasible to make alternative
arrangements within a designated polling place, such as the building was
destroyed by fire or unsafe, the Council’s Scheme of Delegation to Officers
would apply whereby the Chief Executive, or another designated Officer in their
absence, would identify and designate an alternative polling place taking into
account paragraphs 5 and 7 above.

IMPLICATIONS

Environment and Planning (Includes Sustainability)
None specific.
Author: Andrew Bramidge, Head of Environment and Planning

Finance (Includes ICT, and Property and Facilities)

There may be some additional costs incurred where buildings other than schools are
used. These costs can be met from within existing budgets.

Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance and Deputy to the Chief Executive

Housing

None specific.

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing

Community Wellbeing (Includes Equalities and Social Inclusion)
Appropriate bodies have been consulted over access needs.
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing
Governance (Includes HR)

As contained within the report.

Author: Simon Hill, Head of Governance

Appendices

Appendix A — (Acting) Returning Officer's Representation
Appendix B — Responses Received from Stage 1 Consultation
Appendix C — Current List of Polling Districts

Appendix D — Responses Received from Stage 2 Consultation
Background Papers

None.

Glossary of terms/abbreviations used

INSET — In-service Training Day
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SEND - Special Educational and Disability
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Appendix A

(Acting) Returning Officer’s Representation

Current Polling District

Current Polling Place used

(Acting) Returning Officer’s
Proposed Polling Place

Reasons for change

AB — Bush Fair West

William Martin School

St Stephens Church

Current polling station is unsuitable due to
the school having a high level of SEND
children which causes disruption to their
routines. Additionally the car park will be lost
due to houses being built opposite the
school.

St Stephen’s Church is more accessible to
voters with a bigger room and better facilities.

BA - Church Langley East

Henry Moore Primary School

Church Langley Community
Centre, except for UK
Parliamentary
Elections/Referendums where it
will be Henry Moore Primary
School

Current polling station is unsuitable, primarily
because there is no parking and most people
go to the polling station in their car, either
going to or coming from work. It also causes
disruption to the school.

Church Langley Community Centre is in a
good location within the Ward, is big enough
and has plenty of parking available.

HB — Old Harlow West

The ABC Centre

A new polling district will be
created comprisingiof Newhall —
HC Old Harlow South and we
plan to use Newhall Primary
Academy as a polling station,
subject to agreement with the
Academy trust.

The ABC Centre will continue to
be used for HB polling district.

Current arrangements are unsuitable due to
the ever increasing size of the polling district
and the distance for voters to travel from
Newhall in order to get to the polling station.
Therefore there is a need for a separate
polling district for Newhall.

Brian Keane

(Acting) Returning Officer

Dated: August 2019

22/% lis.

2o le
(it {-'-—Q.)
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Appendix B

RECEIVED
=8 JUL 7019

Harlow

Council

Working together for Harlow

ELEC TORAREWENS OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019

Submission Form

Full Name

memen wr - TR

Organisation
(if applicable)

O LLLUBNA Matnes) Sexcdll

Residential /
postal address

- Yoursubmilsglon— - ———— """

Which ward does your
submission relate to? 6 VE # fC»‘hQ wieSsr

Which poliing station does . Serot
your submission relate to? WL it MRS

What is your submission? (use an additional page if necessary)

Sce ovek

Signature:

Date:

\‘”“Ll 2 519

Please be aware that this submission and any other correspondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of receipt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Council, Latton Bush Centre, Southem

Way, Harlow CM18 7BL or via email: reqistration@hariow.gov.uk
Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadline = 20 September 2019.
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Since 2016 the Govemors at Willlam Martin Schools have been ralsing the issue
of using the School as a Polling Station. At Willlam Martin we have a high level ot SEND,
ADHD and disadvantaged children, who do not handle any disruption or change to their
routines, and thus become unsettled when It does happen, which will normally result In a
non compllant day. Unfortunately we cannot always work inset days to coincide with

Polling days.

On the last voting day we did try using the nursery and keeping the rest of the
school opened, especlally as our year 6 children were working hard towards thelr sat
exams, to shut the school again would have been very unjust for them. We also have
Parents/Carers who every polling day do ralse thelr objections too as the majority of

them are working Parents, which then leads to childcare Issues.

There are so mufiyothet venues that T i cOMIE LW Hsed Msfedt: SE.
Stephens Hall, Tye Green Community Hall, Tye Green Library, Harlow Study Centre to
name but a few. Also bear in mind that this year house bullding Is set to commence
oppesite the School which will result in the loss of the car park.

Myself and the other Governors are also concerned that all of the disruption to the
School, Parents and Chitdren for a tumnout of just 179 seems very unfalr. We would
appreciats if you would consider an alternative venue if passible.

RCCEIVED
- § JUL 2018
ELECTORAL SYLS

TR
L - Y P

12
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Harlow

Counc II
ﬁ____“'\-._
Working tagether for - Harlow
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019
Submission Form
Full Name _
Organisation
(f applicable)
Resldantial /
postal address
Your submission
Which ward does your - Loty
submission relats to? Busn For ¢

Which polling station does L Marbw-
your submission relats 107 Wit e

What Is your submission? (use an additional page if necessary)

oﬁﬂd’“"L'

p\e.ta Ot I

Date: J’ 214

Please be aware that this submisslon and any other correspondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of recelpt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Councll, Latton Bush Centre, Southem
Way, Harlow CM18 7BL or via email:

Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadiine = 20 September 2019,
13
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William Martin is a school for approx. 350 children. Historically the whole school has been closed so
a polling station can be held in the junlor hall,

In recent months the councll have agreed to move the polling station to the nursery school, a small
classroom with a few children’s toilets and kitchenette. There are car park facilitles on the opposite

side of the road assessed via a zebra crossing.

Suggestions have previously been made for the pollling station to be held in St Stephens Church part
of Bushfair West ward., The church has a large hall, adult public toilets, a kitchen and parking on site.
There Is also a ramp available for any less abled people.

According to your published figures only 17% of voters turned out to use the polling station, can the
councl really Justify closing any part of the school for this amount of people?

It would be great if the council could recognise the negative effects closing the school has on the
children, parents (working or otherwise) & teachers, It has been documented in the schools Ofsted
report that the school has a high % of SEN children, to close the nursery for one day will affect many
children with autism, addItional needs or just In need of a constant weekly routine. Not to mention
the fact parents aren’t allow to take their children out of school for a day trip or family event
without belng penalised does seem a little hypocritical,

| look forward to hearing about your proposed changes soon.

14
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RECEIVED HO”OW

31 JUL 208 ___ Councll
ELECTORAL SVEGS Workingtogeihcrfor‘;larlaw
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019
Submission Form
Organisation
(if applicable)
Residential /
postal address
Your submission
Which ward does your

submission refate to? CHU (LH (ANGLEY

Which polling station does e l
your submission relate to? Ht/\)% C’;M%Dt:%!%_ *P 2limAeY
What is your submission? (use an additional page if necessary)

To Close Jre polfrrg shakon af
H:‘;Vl;@ WhIC g hool 70;/]0{ e '}RQ
one. at e U/MCL' ‘Lamjg,g/ )
Compmcei othe, [}L(f\f yﬁ;s'fgoo
pe’opto‘/ /ﬂ/\fgﬁchool g}/)O(/fO(M//(?QS

C’kiw;ﬁ% andl ks, pass <

¢ dv(@hon avd s e/

Signature:

Date: 20‘?’,{(-7

Please be awars that this submission and any other comespondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of receipt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Couricil, Latton Bush Centre, Southem
Way, Harlow CM18 7BL or via email: registration@harlow,aov.uk

Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadline = 20 September 2019, 15
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From: -

Sent: 04 July 2019 22:42

To:

Subject: REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019

To whom it may concern,

) am writing to put my views forward regarding the use of Henry Moore Primary School as a polling station.
W

Firstly and most Importantly the disruption this causes to the education of the puplls at the school (my Daughter
included) Is completely unnecessary.

Secondly, the Impact this has on working famllles. Havlns'to arrange childcare, often at additlonal cost, or having to
take time off work has significant financlal implications to familles.

I understand from looking at the figures that the turn out of voters in this area was very low and do not feel that it
requires two separate polling stations in Church Langley. The Community Centre is sufficlent for those who want to

vote,

The Community centre is larger than the hall at Henry Moore, It is within walking distance of all homes within
Church Langley. For anyone lass able to walk it also has the convenience of parking facllities and disabled bays

directly outside.

) sincerely hope that common sense will prevail and the educational needs of the children and financia! Impact to
families, will be put before a small number voters, who could easlly use the nearby €ommunity Center at no

inconvenlence.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED
-5 JUL 2019
ELECTORAL SVLS
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Harlow

Councll
’_‘.M’\\_

Working together for Harlow

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019
Submission Form

Organisation .

(If applicable) m

Residential /
postal addross

Your submission
oot |t (angley 6ok
Which poliing station does ﬂ_wﬂ MWL Pft‘ W SJ'\D{\ ('!B;b

your submission relate to?
What Is your submission? (use an additional page if necessary) -

Roquast waks andidarahon 18 guiun To iy
U o the Sohw| @) & Ui Stian - TR Y
Qonamity UL 1S Sugpciontyy Sied 9 cowdy
be SUUfrciORtly MW TR $o A R0t
grawnd mm@ ot a(icﬂo ACHOSS
oot POULLNY SO

i is ﬂo(;cuLM'fv teap ( o - and
o SOhet| o Tis puarpdle. whon OO
SahoS A undef- utlised .

Signature:

Date: -

24 Ju 20 (9
Please be aware that this submission and any other correspondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of recelpt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Councll, Latton Bush Centre, Southem

Way, Harlow CM18 7BL. o via emall: registration@hariow,qov.uk

Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadline = 20 Septembar 2019.
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Harlow

RECEIVED I Councll
24 JUL 2019 Working together for llarlow

ELECTOR KevANS OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019
Submlssion Form

Organisation
(if applicable)

Residential /
postal addrass .

Your submission

Which ward does your

submission relate to? ¢ harch Lang Uv‘

Which polling stullon does _ Qb \
your submigsion relate to? Henry Moore oo

What Is your submission? (use an additional page if necassary)

Thare & 1o reedl 4o cbse Th School and
tum & 1o a ,oou.m', &mhbn,auw'o,

| clkDmPhﬂ;\ to Pqpfbe P::LN)’J‘S o
I o f\moemw;\.l ot H\t'.oml p,,u)\mj‘-" f/oso,uf-}e
Pcmws Lf I1~g/ obmufi- q Chiddy .Sdsco).:\q 3‘1 Mkr’ﬁm
duyum;] Fern fuve bui-ulapp::w‘l"‘l '?fd:u:hj:mf"w
Yo School for :
So00 F”’P“U eclucollen une ” f g
Mos- pepie vote by Fosd— Ran any e |
Albcmpuont_al chueh Langlyy Qronanhy Qadre 10 munubio wplli duy,
S[g'r[l}:_urguﬂ\&w’- P’OUWIO‘\ Aaeod "&U(ﬁm‘j g

o 22 [+ .

Please be aware that this submission and any other correspondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of receipt. :
Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Council, Latton Bush Centre, Southern

Way, Harlow CM18 7BL or via emall; raqistration@hariow.aov.uk

Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadline = 20 September 2019,

18
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RECEIVED Horlow

31 JUL 2018 Council
ELECTORAL SVCS e

Working together for Harlow

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019

Submission Form
Organisation
(i appiicable) &= _
postal address
Your submission

Which ward d
wmm ety | QML Unbie

o nisean ey | o Mocte, g School
What is your submission? (use an additional page if necessary)
\:: 20 Nk Seadd PNMAL  Sheddon
. Ny, Mo SoUeen\ | \dven N
Q)\Wc)& \.FJ-'\CQ\Q..\_B ‘RFP'H '
\&m \ “?RS Qm -
oreeade Vo Soakiked c_% .
ord \an do WK Nmd N\ ann
Qo Vorhmen . The.  Qong
SIS IAL e §ros , \on O
W‘a&u\c’) Ol O \Q_()ry:u\c_slw Q"-’-ﬁw’kﬁ
RasArney e (o Kot O Coue .

Signature;

o -G\

Please be aware that this submission and any other comespondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of receipt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow District Council, Latton Bush Centre, Southem
Way, Harlow CM18 7BL or via email: reqistration@harlow.qov.uk 19

Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019. Stage two deadline = 20 September 2019.
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From:

Sent: 18 July 2019 10:16

To! o

Subject: Polling stations In Church Langley

| struggle to understand the reasoning for closing a school to complete polling when there Is a community hall on
church Langley.

Every closure disrupts the education of 570 puplis-including the week before SATs each year - It Is an unnecessary

use of school, The Community Centre has plenty of capacity-it is currently very underused on polling day -
Community Centre has better parking - Community Centre has googd/much better BlueBadge parking - Every Church
Langley resident passes the Community Centre going to and from their home-it Is far more convenlent to everybody

than Henry Moore School

20
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Harlow

Councn
m i

Working together for Harlow

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019
Submlssion Form

Full Name

oo | NJA

Resldantial /

postal address ’
Your submission
Which ward doss your m '\d O m ;
submisslon relats 07 & \/ Pﬂ)”

s |~ Jorourd$ School

What Is your submission? (use an adcﬁﬂonal page Hf necessary)

Plane STOP w\g %c)mols a¢ pollwg
g‘m’oov\S cloﬁg a S(Jx@o‘

oF Lpoo }MM
H wms
@w

ch
mﬁ% in o1 oS 0@1 .
Dufm S ToP usng Schools @S polfung Stheus

Date: (})H a’\"’th 20|O!

Please be aware that this submlaalko?'énd any other correspondence will be published
on our website within 30 days of receipt.

Send to: Electoral Services, Harlow Distrlct Councll, Latton Bush Centre, Southem

Way, Harlow CM18 7BL o via emall: reglstration@harlow.gov.uk
Stage one deadline = 31 July 2019, Stage two deadline = 20 Septernber 2019.

21
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Appendix C

Harlow Council Polling Stations

Ward Polling District Register Polling Station Address Address 1 Postcode Total Electorate

Bush Eair Bush Fair East AA New Life Christian Fellowship Purford Green CM18 6HP 3,044
Bush Fair West AB William Martin Junior School Tawneys Road CM18 6PW 2,592

Church Lanale Church Langley East BA Henry Moore Primary School Kiln Lane CM17 9LW 3,737
gey Church Langley West BB Church Langley Community Centre Church Langley Way CM17 9TG 2,664

Great Parndon Great Parndon East CA Jerounds Primary School Pyenest Road CM19 4PH 2,831
Great Parndon West CB Katherines Common Room Katherines Hatch Brookside CM19 5NJ 2,159

Harlow Common Harlow Common East DA Potter Street Baptist Church Church Lane Potter Street CM17 9AW 2,857
Harlow Common West DB Pear Tree Mead Primary Academy Pear Tree Mead CM18 7BY 2,694

Little Parndon & Hare Street East EA Pemberley Academy Hodings Road CM20 1INW 2,281

Little Parndon & Hare Street |Little Parndon & Hare Street South EB Trinity U.R. Church Hare Street CM19 4AY 1,768
Little Parndon & Hare Street West EC Little Parndon School Park Mead CM20 1PU 2,249

Mark Hall Mark Hall North FA Harlow Museum Muskham Road CM20 2LF 1,926
Mark Hall South FB Harefield Church Burgoyne Hatch Momples Road |CM20 3EH 3,358

Netteswell GA David Livingstone URC Church Hall Maddox Road |CM20 3RL 5,576

Netteswell Only used for Parliamentary

Netteswell GA Freshwaters Primary Academy Freshwaters School Lane CM20 3QA Elections

Old Harlow Old Harlow East HA St Mary's Church Centre Churchgate Street CM17 OJR 941
Old Harlow West HB The ABC Centre Garden Terrace Road CM17 OAT 5,722

Staple Tve Staple Tye East JA Griffin Suite Latton Bush Centre Southern Way |CM18 7BL 624
ety Staple Tye West JB Longwood Primary Academy Paringdon Road CM18 7RQ 4,286
Sumners & Kingsmoor Sumners & Kingsmoor East KA Kingsmoor Christian Centre Parndon Wood Road CM19 4SE 3,598
Sumners & Kingsmoor West KB Xperience Centre Broadley Road CM19 5RD 1,686
Toddbrook North LA Harlow Playhouse Playhouse Square CM20 1LS 1,349

Toddbrook Toddbrook East LB St Mark's West Essex Catholic School Tripton Road CM18 6AA 836
Toddbrook West LC Salvation Army Centre Tendring Road CM18 6RN 3,371

22
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Appendix D

Alison Hodgson

Sent: 21 August 2019 18:01
Subject: RE: Polling station review - Recommendation

I am confused by the suggestion we move the Bush Fair Polling station from William Martin School to St
Stephens. The school, together with the Council, made arrangements such that in the 2019 election only the
nursery was used for polling- as the rest of the school could be isolated from that building the rest of the
school would have remained open if the day had not already been earmarked as an INSET day.

Also the parking opposite the school will not be lost due to the Bushey Croft Development. Plans show the
provision will remain and be enhanced, it certainly has more parking than St Stephen's Church.

Thanks

From: Alison Hodgson <alison.rayman@harlow.gov.uk>
Date: 21 August 2019 at 15:39:41 BST
Subject: RE: Polling station review- Reccommendation

Dear Councillor

I am emailing you as one of the ward councillors in Bush Fair,Church Langley and Old Harlow. Please find attached
our recommendations for changes to the polling stations in your ward as part of the polling station review.

These will be published and open for Public comments until 20 September 2019.

Regards

Alison Hodgson

Electoral Services Assistant Manager (Part-Time)
Electoral Services

Latton Bush Centre

Southern Way

Harlow

CM18 7BL
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 02 September 2019 10:47
Subject: Use of Henry Moore Primary as a polling station
Categories: In Progress

Dear sir/fmadam,

I am supportive of the acting officer's proposal to stop the use of Henry Moore Primary School as a polling
location for all but Parliamentary and Referendum votes.

As a trustee of the Harlow Inspirational Learning Trust, | am reassured that this proposal will provide much
less disruption for the pupils within our Trust.

However, | would ask you to consider using Church Langley Community Centre as a polling station for
Parliamentary and Referendum votes as well, or- if this is not possible - to please explain why Henry
Moore is a more suitable polling station for this category of elections.

Yours faithfully,

Harlow Inspirational Leaning Trust

Get Outlook for Android

24


francesca.tye
Typewritten Text
24


Alison Hodgson

Sent: 20 September 2019 08:55
Subject: Review of Polling stations

Please find attached a response to the (Acting) Returning Officers recommendations
following the responses to the review of polling stations in Harlow. It is sent on behalf of
the three Church Langley ward councilors.


francesca.tye
Typewritten Text
25


Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations

(Acting) Returning Officer's Representation
Henry Moore Primary School

Current polling station is unsuitable, primarily because there is no parking
and most people go to the polling station in their car, either going to or
coming from work. It also causes disruption to the school.

Church Langley Community Centre is in a good location within the Ward, is
big enough and has plenty of parking available.

Response
This representation fails on a number of important grounds:

= there have been no changes to the circumstances affecting the role of
the polling station since the last review to warrant such a drastic
upheaval as closure;

» insufficient weight is given to accessibility as required in sections 4.2
and 4,6 of the Polling Station Review - Guidance issued by the Electoral
Commission;

= and the suggestion of having different polling stations for different
elections is confusing. What arrangements do you have for referenda or
the Police and Crime Commissioner elections?

Henry Moore school has been used a polling station ever since it opened nearly
twenty years ago and is now recognised and accepted as such by the
electorate. There have been no changesto the population size since the last
review nor to the highways infrastructure making access more difficult. No
evidence is provided to support such a recommendation now. Its location and
normal ease of access it is appropriate for use as a polling station within the
guidelines.

Some parents wonder why the school closes for an additional day when it can
be allocated for training or similar purposes. Adequate notice is available for
elections.

There is parking available if the school chose to make it so. Residents popping
into to the school to vote will require only a short stay so there would be rapid
turnover. The school is closed to pupils so there is no risk to children. Henry
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Moore is unique in that other schools in Harlow used as polling stations keep
their gates open and manage to provide parking without difficulty.

The use of schools as polling stations is covered in section 5.22 of the
Guidance. Schools are public funded public buildings usually situated centrally
within a community and its location generally known by that community. For
this reason traditionally schools have been used not just in Harlow but across
the country. Nearly half of the 23 polling stations in Harlow are in schools, so
Henry Moore is far from unusual.

It can only be anecdotal to say that most people go to vote by car as no such
study has ever been undertaken and there is no evidence of any great change
in voter habits over the past twelve months. There are plenty of retired and
non-employed residents who walk to the polling station during the day and
evening.

In terms of access and equality it seems unfair to discriminate against the
majority of voters by closing their polling station. The west polling district
(Henry Moore) served 3,737 voters (May 2018), whereas the East (Community
Centre) district served only 2,593 voters. Equity would suggest that the least
number of voters should be inconvenienced by closing their polling station and
using a more central and more convenient polling station in the middle of the
ward.

It is likely more voters would drive to a remote polling station, located in a far
corner of the ward, than walk to their local one - an unnecessarily
environmentally unfriendly result. Something seemingly overlooked in this
Representation is the existing congestion at the Church Langley School,
adjacent to the Community Centre, at school starting and closing times. Thisis
exacerbated by residents popping into the store for shopping on their way to
work. The distance and congestion would deter many people from attending a
single polling station stuck in an isolated part of the estate. Most voters in
Church Langley (West) live within a quarter mile of Henry Moore School
whereasit is over a mile to the community centre.

The current layout of the school as a polling station is in breach of the Equality
Act 2010, including section 149 Public Sector Equality Duty, by discriminating
against people with disabilities, a protected characteristic under Section 4 of
the Act. Section 149 is breeched by failing to eliminate discrimination and
advancing equality of opportunity. There is a perfectly usable room for a
polling station adjacent to the main entrance to the school, which is only yards
from the main entrance. However, the layout provided forces voters to take a
hundred yard walk to a second hall at the far end of the school building. It is
therefore necessary for a member of the polling staff to wait at the locked
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gates and telephone through for the presiding officer to walk to the gate with a
voting paper in order for a disabled voter to exercise their democratic right.

Havingtwo systems of voting for different elections will be confusing to voters,
especially with annual local elections. It is inevitable that voters in a general
election would make their way to the Community Centre, only to be told they
have to go somewhere else. Most people will make the effort, but some will
not, but voters from the west division will wonder at the sense of their local
authority. There is no record of any other council operating a dual polling
station voting arrangement.

Schools and parents have plenty of time to prepare for elections. Theyare
always held the first Thursday in May, except for European Elections, now no
longer an issue, and general elections every few years.

It is not much of an ask that citizens can exercise their democratic freedom
and rights achieved at the sacrifice of millions in two world wars,and the
campaign by Suffragettes to achieve female emancipation.

Nothing has changed since the last review to warrant the closure of the polling
station, access issues are not properly reviewed and the suggestion of different
polling stations for different elections is not practical.
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 07 September 2019 12:23
Subject: Polling Station query

Dear Harlow Council,

I write with reference to the proposed polling station site to be located at Newhall Primary School.

Although thankfully 1do not have childrenin this school and it will not effect me personally 1am opposed to it.
Primarily because I have schooled my children at Henry Moore School and it has caused unnecessary disruption to
the school, the children & parents so much so that the school is trying to cease their school being used as a polling

station any longer.

However | am thankfulthat a new polling station site is being sought closer to where |Ilive and preferably one that 1
can walk to.

Please may | ask why other locations other than schools aren't being researched?

For example we have New Ground Cafe practically next door to this school and it is a focal point of our community,
could this not be considered an option?

Last year | witnessed a lovely atmosphere at The Queens Head Public House in Churchgate Street in Old Harlow. The
polling station was inside the pub and people voted and stayed to have a drink resulting in great community spirit.

I have no links to the Cafe and am unsure even if they would be prepared/ permitted to have the polling station at

the cafe due to extended opening hours,however Ihave €C'd them in incase this could be researched. Apologies for
direct approach.

Please see below picture posted on Harlow Council's Facebook page of Polling Day in May this year at The Queens
Head PH on Churchgate Street.

Kind Regards
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 07 September 2019 09:59

Subject: Proposed Polling Station @ Newhall Primary Acaedmy

Dear Planning Dept,

As a parent of a child who attends Newhall Primary Academy, I strongly oppose your proposalof opening at polling
station at the school as this will ultimately be putting our children at risk, however minuscule the risk and despite
any safeguarding measures you put in place it's still a risk non the less!

If the school stays open during polling days do you plan CRB check every person(s) enteringthe school?

alike many other parents I have spoken with iwould not feel comfortable sending my child to school on this day!

If the school decides close on these days to you plan to reimburse us parents the cost of childcare for those days?

Surely there has be to a more suitable place within the Newhall area for a polling station ensuring we are protecting
our child against even minimal risks.

I look forward to your response.

Regards

Sent from my iPhone
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 0S September 2019 22:51
To: Registration
Subject: Polling statiions

To whom it may concern,
I have just come across your Facebook post regarding the polling station review.

I have a child who has attended Henry Moore since year 2 and is now in year 4.
The days of elections are a huge problem for us trying to find childcare........ especially as | work
within a school that does not close for polling as they use a church hall instead.........

Therefore, seeing the reasons you wish to move Henry Moore polling station to Church Langley
community centre is great....... you are correct in saying it causes a disruption to the school and all
the school children who are legally obligated to attend........ therefore, moving it to church Langley
community centre is great news........

However, below this box I then see the plan is to create a Newhall polling station which fair
enough there probably is a need....... however, the plan there is to close the Newhall school and
disrupt that school instead...... (which my son attends by the way so the great news above just
becomes really rubbish news as I'm yet again stuck with no childcare).

If one of the reasons is to not use Henry Moore due to the disruption of the school........ why is it
then ok to disrupt another school instead?

There is absolutely no logic in that decision at all.

The polling days cause massive problems for childcare for any parent as the schools cannot even
run an emergency childcare club to help those parents who cannot get time off as they cannot use
the site.

Working in a school myself I don't get holiday entitlement........ But I will certainly not be flavour of
the month if | keep having to tell my work that | have no-one to have my kids especially as the
beings that run parliament seem to keep running polling days just for fun ....

If it was just one day a year...... that's bad enough but this year with the potential of another
vote.......

That will be 3 school learning days missed in one year........ please can you explain how it is
acceptable for children to loose those three days when other schools do not close and they get
the extra 3 days of education they are entitled to?

Kind regards,

Get Outlook for Android
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 07 September 2019 08:32
To: Registration

Subject: Newhall polling district
Dear Sirs

As a Newhall resident, Ifully supportthe proposal to create a district for the Newhall area and use of the local
school as a polling station. The current station is too far away and results in people being unable to get there and
vote.

Kind regards

Sent from my iPhone
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 07 September 2019 10:25
To: Registration
Subject: Newhall polling station

| just wanted to say | support using the Newhallschool as a polling station,there is an actve member of our new hall
community who has told everyone this is the opposition email address so you will be receiving an unbalanced
amount of negative feedback.
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Alison Hodgson

Sent: 24 August 2019 15:35
To: Alison Hodgson
Subject: RE: Polling station review - Reccommendation

That sounds very sensible. Is Churchgate Street still in the Church Hall.

Date: 21 August 2019 at 15:39:41 BST
Subject: RE: Polling station review- Reccommendation

Dear Councillor

I am emailing you as one of the ward councillors in Bush Fair, Church Langley and Old Harlow. Please find attached
our recommendations for changes to the polling stationsin your ward as part ofthe polling station review.

These will be published and open for Public comments until 20 September 2019.

Regards

Alison Hodgson

Electoral Services Assistant Manager (Part-Time)
Electoral Services

Latton Bush Centre

Southern Way

Harlow

CM18 7BL
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Proposed Amendment to Recommendation of the Review of Polling Districts
and Places 2019

Proposed by Councillor Andrew Johnson (seconded by Councillor Simon Carter)
Recommendation A ii to read:

“Church Langley Community Centre being designated for one district election as the
polling place for Church Langley East. If the turnout at that election is no less than
the average of the previous three district elections and there are no adverse issues
at the one polling station then this shall be made permanent, except for
Parliamentary Elections and referenda where the first hall by the entrance to Henry
Moore school shall be used.”
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The email below was sent to the following as a BCC:

‘harlowdeafsociety@gmail.com’; 'davidlivingstoneclub@hotmail.co.uk’;
‘harlowstrokegroup@hotmail.com’; ‘heather.beach@affc.org.uk’;
'info@support4dsight.org.uk’; 'harlow@alzheimers.org.uk’;
'supervisor@harlowcab.cabnet.org.uk’; 'Claire.challis@essexcares.org’;
'info@packforautism.org.uk’; ‘'ehwe@mssociety.org.uk’;
‘comeconnectwithus@gmail.com’; 'info@ageukessex.org.uk’;
'info@deafblind.org.uk’; Leah Manning <leah.manning@harlow.gov.uk>

From: Janet Jackson

Sent: 02 July 2019 12:28

To: Registration

Subject: Harlow District Council Review of Polling Places 2019

Dear all
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2019

In accordance with Section 18C of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (as
amended by Section 17 of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013)
notice is given that Harlow District Council is to conduct a review of the polling
districts and polling places.

Please see the attached Polling Station Review Notice 2019. The review will be
conducted between 1 July and 20 September 2019 and will be in two parts as
shown below.

Stage one - Current arrangements to be assessed and open for initial comments - 1
July to 31 July 2019

Stage two — (Acting) Returning Officer’s representation published and open for
comments - 19 August to 20 September 2019

Please see the link to the Harlow Council website for further
information. www.harlow.gov.uk/elections-polling and email the attached form if you
have any comments to make to registration@harlow.gov.uk

Kind regards

Janet
Janet Jackson

Corporate and Democratic Service Manager

PA to Brian Keane Managing Director Tel: 01279 446004 Email: janet.jackson@harlow.gov.uk

Alt contact: Lisa Thornett - 01279 446185 lisa.thornett@harlow.gov.uk or Emma Crouch - 01279
446001 emma.crouch@harlow.gov.uk

Visit our website www.harlow.gov.uk
Follow us on twitter @HarlowCouncil
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Harlow Council, Civic Centre, The Water Gardens, Harlow, Essex, CM20 1IWG
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